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WHEN SALLY MET "GOOQFY"

By Jennings Evans

It was the year 1939, when the clouds of War were gathering
in Europe, when no one could for-see that it was the beginning of
the most costly War in lives and war materials in the history of
the world, World war II.

On Smiths Island in 1939, no was burdened down with lots of
money; We were still in the throe's of the great depression, that
had begun 10 years earlier in 1929. Our Ewell Methodist Church
and Smiths Island Parsonage, along with our 28 year old boarding
house, used for Camp Meeting visitors,and 35 year old tabernacle
with close to 30 wooden tents surrounding it, all were destroyed
by a wind driven raging fire in only a few hours, on Oct. 30,1937.

But ‘only a year_later in 1938,a new wooden cathedral known as
the Wilson Butler Tabernacle had replaced the old tabernacle that
was built in 1902. However, the little tent houses, the boarding
house,. that once accommodated 60 people, were never rebuilt.

Fortunately, by 1939, a new parsonage had also been rebuilt,
and the third Ewell United Methodist Church was only a year away
from completion. It would be dedicated on July 25th, 1940. But
money on the island was still in short supply, and the people
were depending on the power of the Lord to see us through; Which
he did. An o0ld store known as the "pop house" had become the
sanctuary, where the people of Ewell worshiped, for 33 months,
while the new church was being built. The o0ld store was even
equiped with a new alter rail, which made it a complete edifice.
for worship.

Everything else on the island, seemed to be in order. Baseball
teams from other Chesapeake island's, and the western shore of
Virginia, came to play baseball, at the old ball spot at Ewell,
Romance also flourished on the island. Many young couples were
getting married, despite, "neither cent in their pockets." They
would live off of love, untill the crabs returned, each summer,
and oysters in the winter.

Sometimes the game of baseball brought new relationships to

the young players from other island's and Smiths Island girls,

and vice versa. The girls on the island's were always scanning
the line-ups of the visiting teams, trying to spot a handsome
swain, who could not only play baseball, but may be available for
a get-together at a later time. Sometimes, all it took was a wink
from a handsome player, even if he was playing on the opposing
team. Such may have been the case, when Sally Franklin Tyler, a
17 year old Smiths Island girl, who had never been in a serious
love affair, untill she met a nice looking Deal Island right
fielder named Lawrence Webster, better known to his Deal Island
team mates as "Goofy." (Not the Walt Disney character.)

"Goofy" had come up a hard way. His mother died when he was
very young, and he was living with the Capt. Arthur Daniels Sr.
family working aboard the Daniels Skipjack "Robert L. Tawes" in
winter, and crab scraping for "peeler" and soft crabs in summer.

Occasionally, he would get “soused" with a little too much

"alcohol, and kick up his heels, and have unusual actions, that

would surprise even his closest friends with his behavior,After
awhile this earned him the name of "Goofy" given to him by his
friends.
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It was during a base ball game at Ewell,with"Goofy" at bat,he
caught the attention of Sally, who was behind the chicken wire
back stop, admiring his stance in the batters box. When he was
not drinking, Lawrence could be appealing to any girl. After the
game Sally aparently caught his eye. The two were together long
enough to share a soda pop at an ice cream saloon,before the beal
Island team boarded their work boat back up the Sound to Deal Is.

Apparently, there were more ball games between Smith,and Deal
Islands, as the summer went on. The romance between "Goofy" (who
was 21 and Sally, who was 17) began to heat up. Pretty soon Goofy
was making solo trips down Tangier Sound, in his scraping boat to
see Sally , every time he received the opportunity.

The romance became so serious, that by the time the baseball
season had ended, Sally and Goofy were ready to begin an entirely
new game as newly-weds. But Sally's mother, Mrs.Minerva,was a bit
apprehensive, about a quick marriage,after such a short courtship,
But Sally's mother thought Goofy was handsome also, and sometimes
said, "He reminded her of another good looking waterman who had
married a girl at Ewell, Edwin Smith Jr." The wedding day was set
they would be married on a Saturday night at the brides parents
house, by the Smiths Island Charge Preacher,Rev.Elmer L. Bennett

The wedding went on without a "hitch" and a lavish reception,
was held across the lane from Sally's home "Down the Field." Capt.
Willie Dow Evans and his wife Mrs. Emily were the owners of the
bungalow type home where the reception was held, but they had
recently moved to Solomons Island, and now it was vacant.A large
gathering of young people were there, with 78 rpm record music
played from a hand cranked RCA Victrola,that was sending out loud
happy tunes, that sounded like nasal toned chipmunks singing,

' Happy Days are here again.,"”

The house was full of hard stomping dancing couples, who may
have been as "Poor As Pern" but you would never have known it,the
way they were "kicking up." But alas, as the last phonograph
needle was worn down to a "grumit" and the record slowed down to
an annoying "grunt" the party was over.

After the young guests wished Sally and Goofy, many years of
happy married life together, the happy couple returned across the
lane to an upstairs bedroom given up for that night by Sally's
parents Capt. Johnny and Mrs. Minerva. However, the newly-weds
were quite suprised, when they noticed a little note attached to
the bed-stead. The note read: "DEAR ONES, PLEASE BE CAREFUL.....
BE SURE YOQU'RE READY, BEFORE YOU HAVE LITTLE ONES." LOVE MOM AND
DAD.

Everything went well with the couple, untill a problem began
to develop, on where they were going to set up for house keeping.
Sally preferred to continue living on Smiths Island, to be near
her parents. On the other hand, Goofy wanted for them to move to
Wenona, on lower Deal Island where he would have to soon depart,
for oyster dredging up the Bay on the Daniel's skipjack.

It would make it much easier for him to have Sally waiting
at Wenona, for him, when he came home from dredging on the week-
ends,instead of having to crawl into another smaller boat and
sailing down the Sound to see Sally at isolated Smiths Island.
But Sally envisioned a life of loneliness waiting at Wenona for
Goofy to return there on the weekends. Besides, she felt more
secure, being close to her parents, who could cater to her every

little whim,
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Goofy thought that Sally was being very inconsiderate of his
situation, but agreed to leave her at Smiths Island with her
parents that first winter. He would somehow try to get down to
to be with her, whenever he got the chance, but he expected the
situation to be reversed, for the next winter.

One night, during the cold winter of 1940, a huge marsh fire
was spotted across Big Thorofare, just North West of Ewell by the
Bay. Seeing that the fire was raging out of control, where the
early day islanders once lived, a group of watermen at Ewell,
leaped into their boats, and sped to the Bay shoreline, where the
blaze was still raging. When they reached the isolated area, they
saw the silhouette of a man dancing around, bobbin' and weaving
first toward the high flames, and then back away from the extreme
heat. Tt was Goffy, stranded on the Bay-side.

He was shivering, partially wet, his teeth a "chattering™ and
half frozen. He was trying to get close enough to the flames to
keep warm, yet trying to keep far enough away, to keep from
getting " Barbecued." On his way down the Bay-side to see Sally,
he had steered his little boat, too close to the shoreline in the
shallows, and "swamped" it., He managed to wade ashore, and was in
real luck to have still had some dry matches in his shirt pocket,
which was enough to start a fire on the dry marsh grass.

As the rescue boats sailed back into the Ewell channel, under
the cover of darkness, a large crowd of islanders had gathered at
the Main Dock to get the answer to the mysterious fire that was
still raging on the Bay-side. The first boat to the dock seemed
to have the answer. And he was wrapped in an over-sized suit of
bright yellow oil-skins, still shivering, with his teeth chatter-
ing. Someone yelled, "ITS GOOFY" nearly froze to death, but thank
God, he's still alive,

Goofy was transported in popcicle form "down the Field" to
Sally, and her parents house. He seemed to recover physically of
his ordeal on the Bay-side, but after that Goofy and Sally began
to drift farther and farther apart. He tried to get Sally to move
to Wenona, which she was unwilling to do, and after the Swamping
of his boat on the Bay-side, he couldn't bring himself to live on
Smiths Island any longer, Its believed, that was the reason the
once torrid love affair between Sally and Goofy was cooled down,
and their short marriage came to a sudden end. No one can recall
whatever became of the little vessel that Goofy swamped on the
Bay-side that night.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on Dec.7th 1941 ,many
island families moved to Baltimore where the men found work at
the Bethlehem Steel Fairfield Shipyard. The shipyard built many
hundreds of Liberty Ships used to transport weapons,and materials
for the war effort. Sally's father, Capt. Johnny Tyler moved to
Baltimore to work as a carpenter at the shipyard.

The family found an apartment in the heart of Baltimore, on
Guilford Avenue, and 20th Streets. Sally, who may have been 20
years old by then, also found employment working in the North Ave
Market as a clerk in Murphy's 5¢ & 10¢ store in the market.

Ve © A
Thought For Today

LIVE AS IF CHRIST DIED YESTERDAY, AROSE THIS
MORNING, AND IS COMING BACK TOMORROW!
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Strangely enough, this is where the writer has a personal
contact with the story I'm writing. When I was a boy of 12, my
father Benjamin, and mother Pauline moved to Baltimore., Dad also
worked at the Fairfield Shipyard as a Section Leader of 23 men,
helping to build those Liberty Ships. We lived right on the corn-
er of Guilford Avenue and 20th Street about 7 doors up from Capt.
Johnny, Mrs. Minerva, and Sally's apartment.

I remember going down to the North Avenue Market to buy a yo-
Yo or a comic bookat Murphy's 5 & dime. Occasionally, Sally would
be behind the counter, and I would pay her a nickel or a dime,for
whatever I bought. Sometimes, we would have a little conversation
about Smiths Island, and some of the people that were still down
there living. But I could never bring myself to ask her, "What
ever happened to Goofy?"

I felt that I could not end this story on the right note,
without knowing, "Whatever happened to Goofy?" So I called Capt.
Art Daniels Jr. of Wencna on the telephone one day, thinking that
he might know,"Yes" he said, "I remember Lawrence Webster, he
lived with my family, during those days, when we used to play
baseball down to Smiths Island." I said, " Is Lawrence the guy,
they used to call Goofy?" Art said, "Yes, thats him, he moved to
Baltimore after World War II started."

I could'nt hardly believe it, everybody and their brother,
must've moved to Baltimore during World War II. He said,"Lawrence
(Goofy) used to come back occasionally to Deal Island, but that,
he's not been back in many years.," He said, "I believe that he
is around 82 years old now, but he's still living, the last time
I heard." I asked Art,if he remembered when Goofy married Sally
down here on Smith s Island? He said,"I remember something very
vaguely about that, but I don't remember any details at all."

He said, " Where is Sally?" I said, "My heavens! She suddenly
disappeared from Baltimore during World War IT, and that I may
have been one of the last to see her at Murphy's 10¢ store about
1944, and no one saw her again, for at least 30 years," Art said,
"didn't no one ever find her?" I said,"Yes, her brother Vernon,
finally discovered she was out in California, where she had met a
domineering man, who had limited her from traveling back East to
ever see her mother and father again. When she finally was able
escape, and return to Smith Island for a short period of time in
the early 1970s, all of her family had passed away including her
brother Vernon. She returned to California after that short visit
and has been gone now for another 25 years." '

I told Capt. Art, "They have a saying on Smiths Island, when
someone can not be found, or leaves a particular location guickly
"They have disappeared like Sally!"™ He seemed to think that was
an appropiate saying in this case. Shortly after talking with Art
on the telephone, I began to think about Sally and Goofy;

According to my calculations,Goofy is about 82 years old, and
still living in Baltimore, Sally should be around 78 years old,
and still living in California. The couple will probably never
ever see each other again, but wouldn't it be nice, if by some
miracle this illusive couple could be reunited once again, before
their time on earth is done? Wouldn't it be nice if they could be
together once again on o0ld Smiths Island,where Goofy met Sally...
Even if,for only a very short period of time. "Wow, I'll bet we
would all have another foot stomping good time!"

DS O L
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PASTORS THAT HAVE SERVED THE SMITH ISLAND CHARGE

SINCE 1881
MINISTERS YEAR APPOINTED YEARS OF SERVICE
Charles A. Grise 1881 1
James Covington 1882 1
John Tyler 1883 3
Wm. L.P. Bowen 1886 3
Wilmer Jaggard 1889 2
William W.Chaires 1891 1
James W. Grey 1892 2
Theodore ¥. Beauchamp 1894 3
Samuel R. Maxwell eo 1897 1
George R. Neese 1898 1
pavid F. McFaul 1899 1
William R. Guinn 1200 3
W.R. Hirons 1903 1
Floyd E. Bloxom 1904 3
William P. Taylor 1907 3
Ernest A, Gillespie 1910 1
Daniel Wilson 1911 4
Harry E. Reed 1915 2
John A, Hudson 1917 2
James L. Derickscn 1919 4
Walter G. Barlow 1923 2
Agustus F. Zimmerman 1925 6
William T. Romans 1931 2
Ewell E. Crockett 1933 1
Harlan M. Ralph 1934 2
Wingate D, Short 1936 2
Elmer L. Bennett 1938 2
William H. Kohl 1940 4
Otis Lloyd Townsend 1944 4
Gilbert E. Turner 1948 4
Lawrence L. Knotts 1952 4
Waldo L. Dise 1956 2
William Austin Hill 1958 4
Edward Morgan Gladden * 1962 2
Kendall Kane McCabe 1964 3
Harcld Gratten 1967 1
Kenneth M. Dickey 1968 3
John David Burbaage 1971 6
Henry Evan Zollinhofer 1977 7
Janet Smith Rounsley 1984 . 2
Kenneth Robert Evans 1986 3
Edward Morgan Gladden * 1989 6
Ashley Maxwell oo 1995 5

* Rev. Edward M. Gladden was appointed Smith Island Charge
Minister for two seperate terms,for a total of 8 years,

°? Two Pastors with the last name of Maxwell served the
Smith Island Charge exactly 100 years apart.

Compiled By: Jennings Evans
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The old men sit on the rotting wharves
Facing the sun and drawing on their pipes,
Talking, as old men must in April-time,
Of fish they caught in years long gone.

The village church bells ring

And one man asks, “What's church today?”
Then someone says, “A funeral, like as not;
It'’s hard to keep a’track of things.”

And old men sit on the rotting wharves
Wondering why the sun no longer seems to heat,
. And think of years that bronght them luck

When they were young, and death seemed far away.

Albert Dowling
TIDEWATER SUNSET

" Along the river road the cat-tails ¥neel: .

As sunset breeze blows out the lights of day;
Where God has placed his color-crusted seal

n sky and creek, the marsh grass bows to pray.

Albert Dowling

P.T.A. DATES TO REMEMBER

=3 May 5 th - May Day Games for Kids

May 27th - Graduation for Kindergarten and 7th grade
May 29th - School closed for Memorial Day

May 31st - School Trip

THIS EARLY APRIL DAY

the shadbush blossoms
as [ scrape the sailboat
before painting.

My wunts are few:

I have the wurming sun
putty knite

scraper

white blossoming.

This April day

[ have forgotten

past defeats

rejections

injustices.

I do not covet

what any other man possesses.
This day

the osprey soars

high above the cove
calling to his mate.
This diay it is unimportint
thut I sleep alone
without a woman

1O Mmussiage my ego.
This early April day

I have nothing —

[ have everything. Gilbert ‘Byron
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
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.. L. MARSH & SON BOATYARD

. Custom Built Fiberglass Boats
Fiberglass & Wooden Hull Repair

L !
C é ' " IARRY MARSH, owner

' 3141 MARSH RD.
' SMITH ISLAND, MD 21824
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A FULL SERVICE SALOM

® Haircut

-0 Perms
@ Caolor

© Highligh‘cing
- a-Nails
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Sharryl Lindberg & LeRoy Friesen
owner-innkeepers

Open all year
dinners available

Tylerton, MD 21866
410-425-3547

silentmu@shore.inter'com

.net

BUS: 410-425-4211

RES: 410-968-1647

FAX: 410-968-1647
1-800-224.2512



T -

NEWS _
QREAN
QUTFIT
PARADE
PEOPEE
RABBH'S
RORE
BOSPS
SERMON
SMILES
STAR
STRELL
FAPE
TFRAVEL
TRIMS
VASTT™

1R

75

-
i
e
)
<
o)
>
-3
A
<
=

A Clxc

Happy Easter
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