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AMERICA - A LIGHTHOUSE IN THE DARK

By Jennings Evans
And the tears, they keep on falling,

As we try to carry on,

They are coming from our grieving hearts,

As we mourn our fallen ones.

The enemy caught us sleeping,

On that sunny September day,

They couldn't stand to wait any longer,

They thought they could sweep our freedom away -

They even used our freedom against us,
To secretly plan their evil scheme,
And turned our precious human cargo,
Into a horrifying unforgetable scene.

Our nation was dealt a severe blow that day

One that time, can never take’ away,

Those courageous firemen and policemen we'll never forget,
Racing to save the lives of others,sacrificing theirs instead.

Yes,the price of freedom comes very high,
‘On September 11th, we again learned why?
But America must be defended,whatever the cost,
We must protect our country from further loss.

Because America stands for freedom,

She was the first country to guarantee,
To each and every individual,

A bill of rights, that makes us free.

But there are still many evil forces,
All around the world today,

That would like nothing better,

Then to take our freedom away.

To the tyrant's,and madmen around the world,
America is still your greatest threat,
You have foolishly sought to rule our world,
But you have not succeeded yet!

Today, America is still standing tall,
Showing the world freedoms light,

Standing strong and brave, through it all,
Like a lighthouse, in the night.

And now its up to us,

To keep that freedom strong,
Which requires our faith in God,
Who will help us carry on.

Faith believes God can make a way,
Faith clings to God's unchanging hand,
Faith can turn night into day,

Faith walks on at God's command.

God will help us in this fight,
If our cause is just,;and right,

To lead the world into freedom's light,
-Like a lighthouse in the night.
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The "Protector's"brave Captain Zedekiah Whaley stood middle of
the deck and ordered another volley of cannon fire toward another
of the "picaroon" vessels.Whaley's gunners opened fire on the
British Brig "Ranger" tearing off part of its stern and killing
its Captain John Allen.However, after that short lived victory,an
unfortunate chain of events began to unfold for the American vessels.

Captain Levin Speddin of the American ship "Fearnaught" who had
trouble getting into battle position, opened fire on Joe Wheland's
vessel "Jackal" with the "Fearnaught's" bow cannon jumping out of
its position. The cannon ball hit Wheland's ship, but only did
minimal damage to the "Jackal". Wheland's gunners returnd fire with
its huge 20 1b. cannons, and struck the "Fearnaughts" starboard side
putting it out of action. Two other American vessels were trying to
get past the damaged "Fearnaught" into battle position were the
"Defense" Captained by Solomon Frazer, and:the"Terrible" Captained
by George Dashiell. Their intended target was the British vessel
"Portuguese" Commanded by British Lt. Peter Frank.

And then, the unthinkable happened, a cannister filled with
powder split open, on the deck of the "Protector" caught fire, and
exploded the ships magizine. All of the ships crew were either
killed outright, thrown overboard,or jumped into Kedges Straits with
their clothes ablaze. Captain Zedekiah Whaley who had fought so
bravely was killed along with his First Lt. Joseph Handy and 2nd Lt.
Samuel Handy. Colonel John Cropper of the Accomack County Militia
was wounded and almost all of the 25 militia men were killed. All
told, more than 300 men on both sides were in the sea battle that
day. Kedges Straits was littered with 69 drifting bodies of British
Crewmen, picaroons,and American Militia men,and 59 more were wounded
in the last sea battle of the American Revolutionary War, all within
one half an hour. The British and picarocons won the battle, but it
was all for naught, The British had already surrendered to George
‘Washington's forces 13 months earlier on ‘Oct. 19, 1781. On March 29,
1783 the signing of a peace treaty in Versailles, France ended the
war of 1776 with America emerging as the winner, and a new country
was born, The United States of America. .

THE BRITISH RETURN AGAIN

It would be 30 years later, when another British Fleet sailed up
the Chesapeake Bay and up through Tangier Sound, and arrived at y
Tangier Island in late March of 1814. The famous"Parson of the Islands
Joshua Thomas, his wife Rachel, and their four small children were
then living on the island. "The first we knew of the British bglgg nigh
us," remembered Parson Thomas, "was the report of their guns firing
down the bay." Later that day, with their ships anchored off Tangier,
in Tangier Sound, British Rear Admiral Sir George Cockburn (prongunced
Coburn) the Commander of the fleet, sent a party of about 50 officers
and men from his flagship "Albion" ashore on Tangier Island.

Parson Thomas recalled, "Our women and children were very dreadfully
scared, but I went out to meet the unwelcome visitors. When I came near
the officer in charge, I pulled my hat off and he pulled off his, Whlch
I thought was very gentleman like, and then we shook hands in a friendly
manner." But Thomas suspected that the British Armada troops were there
for more than a complementary visit,and he was :;gpt:




U.S.A.HAS NEVER BACKED DOWN WHEN ITS SOIL WAS ATTACKED BY ENEMIES .
By Jennings Evans

"The tragic air liner attacks on The World Trade Center in New
- York, and on The Pentagon in Washington, D.C. schocked us deeply,
and elimanated the secure feeling that many of us felt, that no
foreign enemy had ever been able to attack America here on our
own soil.

The truth is; During our country's 225 year history, we were
twice attacked on our soil by our mother country, Great Britain
in The Revolutionary War, and again in the War of 1812. A big
part of those wars were fought right here on the Chesapeake Bay,
and involved the islands of the Chesapeake,including Smiths Island.

In 1861, a 4 year bloody Civil War over slavery, broke out at
Fort Sumter, South Carolina between the Union's northern states,
and the southern states of the Confedercy. The war dragged on for
4 years, taking more than 660,000 lives, at a cost of more than
10 Billion dollars. It was fought from Gettysburg, Pennsylvinia,
to Atlanta, Georgia. The entire Civil War was fought on U.S.soil.

The 4th attack (a sneak attack) by the Empire of Japan on our
Naval Forces at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec. 7th, 1941 brought
the United States into World War II. At that time Hawaii was a
territoriy of the U.S.A. and hadn't as yet become a state, but
the U.S. considered the attack just as if it had been an attack
on our home soil. We all remember what happened to Japan for that
mistake.

The opening volleys of the American Revolutionary War began on
April 19th, 1775, when a British Force of 800 Army "Redcoats"
opened fire with muskets on a small group of American “"Patriots"
called "Minute Men" who were drawn up on the village green at
.Lexington, Massachusetts. Seven of the Patriot Force were killed,
and nine were wounded...Later on that morning, the "minute men"
made a stand at the North Bridge at Concrd. In this running battle,
the"Minute men"inflicted heavy casualties on the "Redcoats"....
They killed 273 British soldiers, and lost 93 of their own patriots,
of the Massachusetts Malitia.

The battle was known as the "Shots heard arcund the World" and it
was the beginning of an eight year excruciating war with England,
that would culminate with General Cornwalliis surrender to General
George Washington at Yorktown,Va. on Oct. 19, 1781. Yet, the sea
battles that were being waged on the Chesapeake Bay would continue
on for another full year,and would not finally end on the lower
shores of the bay tiil the last sea battle was fought at Kedges
Straits by the north shore of Smiths Island on Nov. 29th,1782.

Five British ships armed with heavy cannons came up to Smiths
Island to supply a-earthen fort that they maintained on the north
shore of Kedges Straits with reenforcements. They were spotted by
a flotilla of American sailing vessels who had sailed out of the
Onancock Harbor,as they sailed up Tangier Sound. The Americian
vessels were also armed with 20 lb. cannons and militia men from
Onancock. The American vessels each carried about five officers
including the Captain, and around 25 armed malitia men with muskets.

The five American vessels had hoped to surprise the five British
vessels commanded by the notorious picaroon Tory Joe Wheland. But
by the time the American ships arrived at Kedges, the five British
ships were already in battle positions, and began firing on the
"Protector” the lead vessel in the American fleet. The Captain of
the "Protector" gave the order to his gunners to fire on one of the
Britih ships,"Kidnapper'". It was a direct hitand killed twenty two
of the "Kidnapper's crew and wounded its Captain John Kidd, who was
the grandson of the ruthless pirate William Kidd.




ashore in a few days to build a command post on the island. Thomas
was shocked that a force that big would be occupying the remote
little island on American soil. When Parson Thomas inguired as to
why this invasion of the island was necessary, the officer curtly
said, "All of the islanders, are now considered to be Prisoners of
war. The Company of British soldiers then marched in order to the
southern tip of the island, even marching in single file through a
few of the islanders corn rows, so they would not damage the newly
planted corn crops. The islanders considered that a polite gesture,
but were still apprehensive about the purpose of the British invasion,

Under the supervision of an engineer named John Fenwick, the troops
leveled the area of its trees and built two low battle walls about 300
vyards apart, and mounted with eight 24 pound cannons. The British used
most of the summer of 1814, to build two forts, and a officers barrack
in between the two forts. The soldiers tents were pitched in a semi~
circle behind the forts. The islanders payed close attention to the
cutting down of all the trees. When it appeared the trees on the Camp
ground would be leveled, Joshua Thomas became determined to save them.

He sailed out to the flagship"Albion" anchored in Tangier Sound and
boldly demanded to talk with Admiral Cockburn. When brought before the
Admiral, Cockburn says, "Who are you?" Thomas replied, "I'm an island
drum fisherman, and a Methodist exhorter in charge of taking care of
the camp meeting grove down on the end of the island, and were afraid
that your men are getting ready to cut down all the trees in the grove.r
Thomas continued, "Without the trees, there won't be no shade to keep
the people that come to our camp meeting cool, and there won't be any
more meetings down there."

‘Admiral Cockburn, looked straight at Thomas and said, "Well now!"
We will have to go down to the site, and look over the situation."

The preacher was pleasantly surprised at the Admiral's quick answer,

worshipers pitched their tents to attend the services, the preaching
stand, from where the sermons were delivered,and the spot where sinners
were 'saved at an alter....And once again he stressed to the Admiral how
important the pine tree thicket was to the Tangier people.

The Admiral ordered his engineer John Fenwick to take the little
grove of trees off of the cutting list, and not to desecrate the camp
ground in anyway, or even pitch a tent on it.The greatful preacher
gave thanks to the Lord, and invited Cockburn, to allow his troops to
come and pray on that sacred ground at any time."After that day"recalled
the Parson"The British troops also held the camp ground in reverence,"

ground, they inserted wooden barrels into the ground one atop the other,
and soon they had a good supply of water. The islanders tried to go
about their work too, but they knew their freedom was limited. Even the
Parson had to obtain the admiral's permission to attend a Methodist
service on Smiths Island. It was decided not to hold the summer camp
meeting at Tangier in1814,

( To be continued Next Month)




THE LAIDES AUXILLIARY/UMW WILL BE HAVING THEIR FIRST
MEETING OF THE FISCAL YEAR ON TUESDAY October 2,2001. WE .
URGE YOU TO TRY TO ATTEND THIS MEETING. THERE ARE

GOING TO BE QUITE A FEW ISSUES BROUGHT UP THAT WILL
NEED YOUR SUPPORT. TIME: & /3¢

THE LADIES AUXILIARY WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLO\VD\:G PEOPLE
FOR TAKING THEIR TIME DOING THE COLLECTION FOR THE A/C PAgY QR

AT

SHARON BRUCE

BETTY JOE TYLER E e
LAURA EVANS

DANA EVANS & STEPHANIE EVANS

CONNIE EVANS

PAM TYLER

THE LADIES AUXILIARY WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE IN THE
COMMUNITY FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT WHEN THE COLLECTORS
CAME A KNOCKING. WE ARE NOW ABLE TO PAY OFF THE A/C THANKS
TO ALL OF YOU. ' - -

THIS IS THE LAST CALL FOR JO CORBI PIZZA’S IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED
AND HAS NOT YET ORDERED PLEASE CALL 410-968-1118 AND LEAV E A
MESSAGE.

REMEMBER THE WATERMAN'S DINNER IS APPROACHING,
NOVEMBER 3, 2001 6:30 P.AML

THE LADIES AUX. WILL BE SELLING A BOX OF 3 PORCELIN ORNAMENTS AS
A FUND RAISER, THE COST WILL BE $8 IF YOUR INTERESTED PLEASE CALL
ONE OF THE OFFICERS. THE ORNAMENTS WILL BE DISPLAYED AT THE
POST OFFICE.

PRESIDENT CAROL 410-968-1118

V. PRESIDENT RUTHIE 410-968-3613
SECRETARY CANDICE 410-968-2572
TREASURER BETH 410-968-3840

= e <0y

HALLOWEEN SOCIAL - Saturday, October 26th 6:30 p.mat the School

HAUNTED MARSH Saturday, October 26th 8:00 p.m. behind school
“TRICK OR TREATING - Wednsday, October 31st




A FULL SERYICE SALON

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - RICHARD EVANS
EDDIE EVANS SR.
MARY LEE DIZE

2 - GLADSTONE TYLER SR.

- r-;a{rcu’cs
e Perns

® Color
3 - FRANCIS PARKS ,_ eHi hﬂghtmg
4 - LYDIA JEAN MARSH 1:00 -4:00
closed Mendays P
RUTH SOMERS o .00t S . Tanr[!mg
5 - RUKE DIZE X P e \Xaxing
8 - FAYE BRADSHAW GC
- KEN EVANS M 8 j
9 - MISSY TYLER 8
13 - STEPHEN EVANS JR.
JOAN CORBIN
PAULINE MARSHALL |
15 - méﬂKAYIi% \E[XQIS\TS ; BROOKES PRODUCE
MAXINE EVANS -M'
O EVANS : WE NOW HAVE FALL DECORATIONS
BILL E ‘
19 - EVERETT LANDON PLEASE CALL FOR WHAT YOU WOULL
LISA EVANS =, ol
EUGENE MARSHALL SR. PN  LIKE DELIVERED.
21 - MARLENE MARSH ©© STRAW, PUMPKINS, MUMS ETC.
22 - STEPHANIE EVANS . Slazg an a Eandly. rustic

YL island locatzf' in the middleof thzr )
DANNY T ER Chﬁar‘aakz Be.y 'the Cmbctng '/ N

25 . R B SHAW Cagital of the Wadd. " u
27-CAROLE ANNLANDON ~ 410-425-2 14_1 e

29 - CHART DIZE S —

" PATTY PARKS EVANS , - | |
' Telephone Jack Installation and Repair Service

768 ~(55¢6

Nead 2 t-e'!epho-ne jack‘ installed, moved or serviced? Call me, Cartl
Tyler,teday. -+~ Service will be prompt and professional and

- about 1/2 the price of the telephone company. I also install and repair

ORDER FORM i
EWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL .
YEARBOOK 1998-2000 .

inside wiring at the same low price.

P TPCRRER T R

‘Yearbooks -are $12.00 each. Make check
payable to Ewell Schoacl.
lease add 5$3.00 shipping for Mail Orders.

STATE

CODE. o . QUANTITY..___

'SEND CHECE TO: EWELL SCEDOL
OO‘-'DS}CII"HISI_%.EDRIL i
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Dear Friend of Calvarv Church,

You are invited to attend the tenth annual Homecoming Seryice at Calvary
~ United Methodist Church in Rhedes Point, Maryland, on October 14, 2001. One of

Alan Tyler’s boats will leave from the Somers Cove Marina in Crisfield at 9:00 AM.

Please note the new time. This is so we can begin the morning worship service at
10:30. Mr. Bruce Moore, a part time resident, will be the speaker. Immediately
following worship we will fellowship over an Island meal served at the Commumty
Center.

At 2:00 the Hymn Sing will begin w1th local groups inspiring us through their
musical talents. The service will conclude in time to meet the 4:00 retumning boat in
Ewell. Please plan to attend, and bring a friend or relative, and join us in a
wonderful time of worship and fellowship. If you have any questions you can call
.~ Vivian Evans @ 410/425-2281 or Maxine Landon @ 410/968-0226. We look

forward to seeing you and sharing our Calvary heritage.

25, LECTURE
2. WIWFTE
28. REPEAT

20. STIMULATE

| 30. &UGGEST—
‘31, TEST
32, FRAN
33, TRANSLAT.E
34, TUTOR

- ?*5* f
%& EWELL * TYLERTOx\- * RHODES POINT

Pastor Rick Edmund




