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RESEARCHING SMITH ISLAND'S SAILING OYSTER DREDGING FLEET

By Jennings Evans

, "~ pack in the 1880s, there were hundreds of sailing oyster schooners,
A pungy's, bugeyes, and skipjacks plying their trade on the waters of
T the Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River. The oyster, provided the largest
i source of income during the winter months for the people living on the
shores of the Chesapeake, and the only source of income for the people
living on the bay islands.

In the mid-1950s, after my discharge from the U.S. Army; I toco,
found employment for eight winters aboard three island dredge boats.

I was a crewman on the sailing vessels "Claude W. Somers" "Howard"

and "Clarence Crockett." At that time, the Smith Island oyster fleet
had dropped down to 13 dredge boats. The dredge boat Captains back in
those days told us vounger crewmen that Smith Island had a huge oyster
fleet during the oyster boom days before the year 1900,

I just took it for granted, that all of oyster dredge boats that
hailed from Smith Island, had all been built on the mainland somewhere.
Many years later, while searching for our watermen's heritage, I was
surprised to find that there were sailing oyster vessels built right
here at Ewell, during the 1890s. There was a large boat vard located
where the present day radio telephone tower now stands.

It was owned by John Washington Evans Sr.(B.1838 -D.1915). If you
read last months Smith Island Times, John Washington Evans was the
Captain of the"M.E. Henry'"thatisailed to Baltimore, and brought back
to the island, his nephew, Washington B. Evans from the University of
Maryland Hospital.Young Washington spent three months in the hospital,
after his leg was sawed-off, to prevent his death from gangrene in 1878.

Captain John Washington Evans was also the grandfather of Mrs. Janie
Evans Tyler who lived to be 100 years old. Mrs. Janie was the wife of
Capt. Lawson N. Tyler,who built many sailing crab scraping bateau's,
and more than a hundred crabbing speed-skiffs on the same property,at
Levins Creek, where Mrs. Janie's grandfather John Washington's boat-
vard was located.

Capt. Lawse's boat shop was later moved, and still stands near his
former hdme, and will "soon be dismantled board by board,and moved to
the grounds near the Smith Island Museum along with all of his tools,
and some of his skiffs,for display there.

No doubt, Capt. Lawse, who was born in 1882 remembered the old boat-
yvard from his teenage years,_and possibiy-some of the sailing oyster
vessels that were built there. Some of the known vessels built at John
Washington's yard were the'Maggie Dora" a bugeye built in 1888,and the
skipjacks:"Minnie" length 36'7" built in 1896: "Wilber" length 38'built
in 1896: "Annie F." length 36' built in 1897: "J.T. Tyler" length 35'5"
built in 1897: skipjack Jacob T. Bradshaw length 36'9%built in 1898:
skipjack G.C.Bradshaw length 42' built in 1898:skipjack"Fanny Bradshaw"
length 36'7" built in1898, There probably were more vessels built at the

island boat yard that may have never been documented or their records of
them having been lost,
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Most of Capt. John Washington's boat carpenters and painters
were his very own sons: John Washington Jr. born in 1864,Johnson S,
{Tooney)Evans born in 1865, David {Dave Hearn) born in 1867 ,A1fred
Lawson born in 1874, and Caleb Hailey born in 1878. Other island
carpenters that worked at the Ewell boat yard were; Walter (walt)
Sparrow born in 1838 and Josiah (Joe) Fluhart both of Rhodes Point.
Some of the known island painters at the vard were: John Thornes,
born in 1862, Caleb Hailey Evans born in 1878, and Jett Sutton,

a black painter born about 1850.

Some of the boat carpenters also built many of the victorian
style houses at Ewell and Rhodes Point. Walt Sparrow, John Washing-
ton Jr. along with John Sneade Sr. of Rhodes Point were mainly
home builders, but also helped in the building of boats at John
Washington's boat yard. It was said,"Joe Fluhart was one of the best
boat carpenters of his day." He lived most of his life on Smith
Island, but at the age of sixty left Rhodes Point with his 2nd wife
"Teshie Fluhart." and moved to Tilghman's Island where he continued
to work on oyster vessels, untill he was well up into his eighties.

Its believed that the island boat building yard was closed about
1904. John Washington's sons moved on to other jobs. Capt."Tooney"
Bought a Bugeye, and went dredging for oysters. John Washington Jr.
continued to build houses on the island but, his first wife Manie
died in 1908, leaving him with four children. He later married his
2nd wife Minnie Krentz Bradshaw, whose first husband John Edward
Bradshaw of Rhodes Point died in 1914 leaving Minnie with two young
daughters Addelle, and Myrtle. Minnie Krentz came from Harry Hogen,
Va. Her father, the well known boat yvard owner Herman Krentz offered
his new son-in-law John Washington,a job at his busy boat -vard and
railway. John Washington and Minnie left their home at Rhodes Point;
(The house thats presently owned by Mr. & Mrs Jay Thompson).aAnd then
moved with their six children across the bay to Harry Hogan Va.where
John remained employed at the Krentz Boat Yard for many years.

John Jr.s brother Dave Hearn continued as a boat builder, building
the smaller single sail crab scraping bateau's that were in demand by
early day watermen to catch "peelers™ and soft crabs with crab scrapes.
Dave and his brother Alfred had a small boat shed directly across the
Doctors Gut from Pitchcroft. Traces of the oyster shell landing can
still be be seen where Capt. Dave and brother Alfred built the little
"dead risers" can still be seen at Kizy's Point.

Their father John Washinton Sr.is believed to have died about the
vear 1915 at Ewell, Although-his grave is not marked with a tombstone
in the Ewell Church Cenetery,thére is evidence that he is buried in
one of the very first vaults that may have been molded. here by Capt.
Johnny Whitney. The vaults lid is set low,near the ground, but does
not have any cracks or crevices in it. The first vaults on the island
began Tt make their appearance between 1915 and 1916, The .0ld vault -—=
that T believe John Washington is buried in,lies between that of his
wife Polly Elizabeth Tyler Evans (B. 1840 - D. 1912) without a vault,
and his daughter Mary Beth Evans (B. 1860 - D. 1916) with a wvault.
Mary Beth was married to Andrew Filmore (Capt. Filmore Evans) They
were the parents of Mrs. Janie Tyler, Ira R. & Hary W. Evans formally
of Ewell.
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- Sailing Skipjack “Dredge Boats”
Captained by Smith Island Watermen

Vessel Name Built Captain’s Name Born - Died Home Port
Ada Bozman 1901 Edward M. (Hasty) Tyler 1874 - 1641 Rhodes Point
Alabana 1904 Edward Aaron Jones 1883 - 1936 Ewell
Aldeen 1899 Lawson A. Corbin 1849 - 1930 Ewell
Alva Ira Ross Evans 1881 - 1957 Ewell
Amy Mister 1914 Raymond B. Evans 1907 - 1990 | Ewell
Annie F. 18964 Job A. Evans Jr. 1864 - 1902 Rhodes Point
Annie Lee 1912 {1) Rodney Wesley Dize 1905 -1992 | Ewell
(2) E. Gillespie Evans 1910 - 1976 | Rhodes Point
Austin Edward Franklin Tyler 1877 - 1959 | Ewell
Bernice J. 1904 (1) Johnson S. Evans 1865 -1945 Ewell
(2) Will Custis Smith 1887 - 1969 | Tylerten
Bessie & Loleta 18G5 (1) George T. Brisker Evans | 1858 - 1927 Rhodes Point
(2) John Abraham Evans 1874 - 1939 Ewell
Berry A. 1901 (1) Gordon L. Kellam 1877 - 1919 Rhodes Point
(2) Stephen C. Corbin 1877 - 1963 | Tylerton
Caleb W, Jones 1953 Caleb W. Jones Sr. 1886 - 1985 Ewell
Carherine Willard Evans 1902 - 1983 Rhodes Point
Catherine 1901 Andrew Shultz Tyler 1882 - 1965 Ewell
[Champ __ |1898 | (1)Wm Allen Bradshaw | 18501912 | Rhodes Poini
R - - { (2) John A: Whitney -] 1869 - 1956 - | Rhodes Point - -
Clarence Crockett 1908 (1) Charlion G. Evans 1501 - 1985 Ewell
- (2) Willie A. (Mitch) Evans 1912_:_ 1991 | Ewell
Claude W. Soriers 1911 | (1) E. Curvin Evans 1889 - 1964 | Ewell o
(2) Raymond B. Evans 1907 - 1590 | Ewell
Columbia 1899 Eddie Thomas Evans 1865 - 1940 Ewell
Columbia 1901 George Shafter Evans 1900 - 1973 Rhodes Point
Dewey 1898 | Alex W. Evans 1867 - 1947 | Ewell




Sailing Skipjacks / page 2

i Vessel Name _[_ Built Captain’s Name I Born - Died I Home Port
E.C. Collier T 19 ;)_rlei’ferson Dix 1885--1972 | Tylerton
Eddie Lee 1902 | William B. Evans 1879 - 1951 Ewell
Eldora 1906 (1) Daniel S. Somers Jr. 1887 - 1967 Ewell

(2) Edgar F. Bradshaw 1894 - 1978 | Rhodes Point
Elsworth 1901 Norwood P. (Woods) Tull 1894 - 1971 Tylerton
Elvira C. 1907 (1) Elsworth Thomas Evans . | 1862 - 1934 Ewell

(2) Charlie R. Middleton 1892 - 1944 Ewell
Esther Hur 1906 Benjamin F. Evans 1888 - 1970 | Rhodes Point
F. C. Lewis 1507 Charlton (Chiney) Evans 1901 - 1985 Ewell
Fannie F. Bradshaw 1898 John Pardoy Bradshaw 1861 - 1914 Tylerton
Fanny L. Daugherty 1904 Daniel A. Dize 1908 - Ewell
G. C. Bradshaw 1898 Wm, A, (Beard) Bradshaw 1873 - 1910 Rhodes Point
Genesta Alonzo M. Hoffman 1881 - 1936 | Tylerton
Gladys 1901 Andrew Shultz Tyler 1882 - 1965 Ewell
Gladys Marie 19G3 Albert W. Evans 1870 - 1939 Rhodes Point
Howard 1909 (1) Filmore Brimer 1902 - 1986 | Ewell

(2) Edward R. Jones 1914 - 1995 Ewell

hvy 1902 Harry W. Evans 1888 - 1966 | Ewell
J.T. Tyler 1898 Severn Tyler 1851 -1910 Rhodes Point
Janie 1900 { Ira Ross Evans 1881 - 1957 | Ewell
Jessie Lee | Lloyd Stengal Tyler | 1878 - 1957 Rhodes Point
Jécob T. Bradshaw 1898 John Edwafd Bradshaw 1359 - 1914 | Rhodes Point
Kathryn 1901 (1) Wells W. Evans 1886 - 1955 Ewell

- "““";f : (2) Leon W. Evans..- 10 - 196 Ewell

Lankford George A. Somers 1883 - 1970 | Ewell
Lizzie §. Johnson 1896 Albert W. Evans 1883 - 1939 Rhodes Pomnt
Lois §. 1900 Perry Sneade Sr. 1899 - 1964 Rhodes Point




Vessel Name Built Captain’s Name Born - Died Home Port

Lola 1904 (1} Edward Aarcn Jones 1883 - 1956 Ewell

(2) Edward Russell Jones 1914 - 1995 Ewell
Long John Frank S. Brimer 1855 - 1927 Ewell
Lorraine Rose 1949 Clyde A. Evans 1911 - Ewell
Lucy V. 1897 Wwm. (Willie) Guy 1889 - 1960 Ewell
Mable 1900 Josiah Fluhart 1840 - 1928 Rhodes Point
Maggie 1901 Archie H. Marsh 1880 - 1952 | Tylerton
Mary E. 1901 A. Filmore Evans 1855- 1930 | Ewell
Mary Sue 1904 (1) Wm. (Will) Marsh 1864 - 1930 Tylerton

(2) Norwood (Woods) Tull 1894 - 1971 Tylerten

(3) Raymond B. Evans 1907 - 1990 | Ewell
Mary W. Somers 1904 Caleb W. Jones Sr. 1836 - 1985 Ewell
Mifflin Edward Ayers Evans 1874 - 1953 | Rhodes Point
Mildred B. 1902 (1) Asbury (Al) Tyler 1862 - 1921 Ewell

(2) Eddie F. Evans 1887 - 1945 Tylerton
Milton F. Yeakel 1901 John Fontain Evans 1860 - 1936 Rhodes Point
Minnie 1896 John Fontain Evans 1360 - 1936 Rhodes Point
Minnie V. 1906 (1) Charlie D. Middleton 1869 - 1933 Ewell

(2) Willie B. Middleton 1905 - Ewell

(3} Leonard B. Evans 1919 -1979 Rhodes Point
Nancy C. Wesley Sneade 1872 - 1951 Rhodes Point
Nellie Somers 1911 | Perry B. Sneade Sr. | 1899 - 1964 | Rhodes Point
Pauline 1901 John Wesley Evans 1906 - 1980 | Tylerton
Prowess T 1897 | George C. Marsh 1879+ 1946 —Tylerton
Quick Time 1907 Wm. (Bill}) Thomas Evans 1868 - 1942 Rhodes Point
R. A. Meredith 1911 (1) Raymond A. Evans 1886 - 1981 Ewell

(2) Emory L. Evans 1924 - 1987 Ewell

TO BE CONTINUED.....




NOTE OF THANKS

We wish to thank our many friends on the island, and on the
mainland for your concern and thoughtfulness toward our son
Benjie, during his time of serious illness in January. Everyone
has been so kind and understanding since his return from the
hospitals. We would like to express our Sincere Thanks for the
special prayers offered by all three of our island's church
congregations, and the special prayers offered by the members
of the Immanuel, and Somerset Methodist churches in Crisfield.

Many Thanks, to the pastors of those churches: Rew., Rick
Edmund, Rev. Jim Riley, Rev. Sam Horner, and to our former
pastor Rev. Ashley Maxwell for their visits to the hospitals,
and their pravers for Benjie, which meant so much to us.

We appreciate the transportation provided to us by Rukie
Dize Jr. and to the rescue squad of the Lower Somerset Ambulance
Service, Eddie Russ Smith, for the boat transportation;, across the
Sound, and Chelt & Sandra Evans for our trip from Salisbury by
car, and back across the Sound in Chelt's boat.

Also cour heart-felt Thanks to the many people that sent cards,
flowers, made hospital visits,telephone calls,made and brought
cakes and candy to our home,and offered prayers and concerns for
Benjie and his parents.We believe, that the Lord working through
our wonderful doctors and nurses and pecople like you brought him
through. May God Bless Everyone of You.

3™ Jennings, Edwina,& Benjie Evans
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Little Red Valentine

Do you recall our one-room schaol
When we were full of fun?

And February fourteenth came,
And studying was done?

With sgueaking shoes and sidewise glance
Each walked the center aisle .
And dropped his red heart in a box ..
I was too scared to smile,

y ! A pretty girl would lift the lid
\ ' And loudiy call the names,
.- While others sat and hardly breathed
- Until their own turns came.
I count the many vears since then
And better things I know

Have blest me; yet they're not so dear @ 4 :
As red hearts long age.

j Mickey R. Evans, the son of Nancy Evans and the late Mickey Evans, of Smith Island

i was recently promoted to the rank of captain in the United States Air Force. A 1987
grgduatef of Cristield High School, Capt Evans is currently stationed at Whiteman AFB
Missouri, home of the B-2 Stealth Bomber, He 15 assif.méd to the 72d Test & Evaiuatic;n
Squadron which performs software testing on the B-2.
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Due tTo the ever increasing cost of supplies, and
the-wear and tear on th=e copier, cur new principszl,
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incresse to offget said costs., The Dapser has not
hzd z price increass sirce its inception in 1994
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~ for pr ev1ous years

We greatly appreciate your continuesd support, and

w2 hopes vou enjoy the Smitr Island Times!
PE‘L:?JB“Q THE TINES MAXES A GREAT GIFT FOR FRI
AND RELATIVES. IT CONTAINS VALU: ARLE HISTORICATL,

ENDS
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