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TOO MUCH HAM
C/‘ By Jennings Evans

There was at one time, a little community of people living on
the little island penninsula known as Hog Neck. It was located
between Shank's Creek and the Chesapeake Bay just sduth of Rhodes
Point. About ten families were living there in the days before the
Civil War began.

Quite a few stories have been told about the folks that lived
at Hog Neck in those days. Stories of pirates, preachers, and
poacher's of all kinds have emerged from those rugged days when island
living was tough. One of the stories told of an illict affair
between a married man that lived at the northern tip .of Hog Neck
who became infatuated with a young unmarried girl, that lived on
the southern tip of Hog Neck, near the Maryland/Virginia Boundary Llne.

They would meet at a little wooded pine tree grove on selected
summer evenings Jjust as darkness was settling in. The man would tell
his wife, that he was going fishing, out on Shank's Creek on those
evenings but instead, he would sail his canoe southward down the
Creek, untill he reachedgthe landing area where the girl would be
waiting for him at the grhve: '

He would then sail hisicanoce into the shoreline, for the rendezvous
with the girl. On those evenings, he never failed to bring a ham from
his smoke house to give to the young lady,in appreciatien for her
charms. After several more mettings in the darkness at the "grove" the
young woman realized that what she was doing was wrong, and she became
remorseful. But the married man that she was dating, didn't want to
break-off their passionate affair.

Unable to persuade him to end their affair, she went and told his

J wife about it. She even confessed to his wife about the hams she was

! receiving from her husband as payment for each meeting. The wife was
not happy to hear that kind of news from another woman...But gave her
credit at least, for letting her know what her beloved husband was up
to.

The wife said, "He's been fishing pretty often this summer, but I
can't recall, ‘or ever remember, him bringing home many fish!" The
young woman said,'"No! I don't remember seeing any fish in his canoce
either, but he always brought a ham down in his boat for me!" She
continued, "I have a date tO'meet him again tonight, but I just can't
go on with it any longer... I'm just sorry for what I've done, and

= . ——you can-do-whatever you need_-to do about it." ... —

The wife thought about it for awhile, and sald, "Maybe there is
something I can do about it,and if vou will help me, I'll forgive
you for every thing thats happened because its mostly his fault.any
way." The girl said, "I'll be glad to help you in any way that I can.
What do you want me to do?" The wife said, "I'd like to borrow some
of your clothes, and then go down there ln your place and meet h1m
when it gets dark tonlght'"
® The young lady said, "That just might work, we are both about the
same size. I'll go home and get you the clothes, that I wore the last
night, I -met -him.down there'" Soon she returned up the road with her
dress, her, shoes,;and her stocklngs...And they all fitted the wife
PERFECT, ... They made the ‘plan. together. The glrl told the wife where
to be waltlng in, the .grove ,when her h band alled 1nto the shore to

- meet ‘her in that secluded area.‘ S AT
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Aas Cue Cwilignc began to rade tnat evening, the husband quickiy
left the house and out to his smoke house ,and picked out one of his
cured hams. His wife was watching him from the kitchen window. She
saw him streak out through the back vard with the ham,to his cance
that was tied in a small gut behind his house . -

It was time for the wife to put her plan to work. She gquickly took
off her clothes, and changed into the other women's dress, stockings,
and shoes. She knew if she hurried, she could follow the narrow path,
to the meeting place before her husband's canoe could sail in from
Shank's Creek.As the darkness fell, the wife's heart was pounding, as
she arrived at the designated spot, before her husband sailed in..

She waited silent in the darkness, untill she heard the sound of
a paddle splashing in the water, getting closer, and closer to the
shore....And then she saw a figure in the darkness, coming through
the rushes, directly to the spot where she stood waiting, and trembling,
wondering if it really was her husband coming towards her.

But by then, it was so dark in Ehe grove, that she really couldn't
be sure it was him, unless he spoke. Yet,the wife kept her composure,
and remained silent untill the shadowy figure stepped into the grove
beside her. The man was carrying something under his arm... And then,
he saw her silhouette in the darkness and said, "This ham is for you,
after we are finished with our date!"

It was her husband alright, and he grabbed her, and held her tight
in his arms.He began loving her, and telling her how much better she
was at loving him then his wife was. The wife remained silent, and
actually began to enjoy his advances for the first time in a long time.
After a torrid pace of love making, the exhausted couple, knew it was
time to hurry back home for different reasons. Without speaking, the
wife cuddled up beside him, for one last torrid goodnight kiss, that
she never dreamed he was capable of, '

Still trembling from the nights experience, the couple had to part
company, and get back to their home before either one learned of the
other ones secret. The husband would try to sail back up Shank's Creek
before his wife at home found out. The wife, realizing she had fooled
her husband in the darkness with her love making, would pick up her ham,
and try to hurry up the path to her home, before her husband arrived in
his canoce. :

With her heart beating like a drum, the wife ran as fast as she could
with the ham, desperate to beat her husband home. When she reached her
home,she had no way of knowing if her husband had reached there ahead of
her. It was too dark to see if his canoe had reached the gut, behind
their home. But when she reached her kitchen door, and stepped inside, a
sigh of relief came over her. She had beaten him home.

She qguickly stripped off the other woman's clothes, and hid them
in her clothes closet, and then changed back into her clothes. She then
took the ham,and hid it in an old trunk. Just as she finished hiding
away the ham, she heard her husband's footsteps coming up from the
landing, and up the steps to the kitchen door. When he got into the house,
he wasn't very talkative. Then the wife said, "It would be nice to have
some of them fish you caught this evening, for breakfast tomorrow morning!"
He.said, "What fish? They weren't a bitingat all this evening. Thats why
I stayed down the Creek so long this evening, hoping I would catch one!"

The wife said, "I think you would be better off, to start fishing in
the daytime, instead of late evening, because you've not caught any fish
this whole summer." He said, "I find it more relaxing to fish in the
evening!" She said, "I'll bet you do!" He turned his head toward her,and
gave her a puzzled' look, and said, " I think I'11"hit the hay" I'm tired
out this evening!" She said, I'll bet you are!" He gave her another
startled glance, and took out up the stairs to bed.
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This gave the wife the opportunity to puli the salted ham out of
the trunk. She put it out on her kitchen table, sliced up the whole
ham. She got up early the next morning, ahead of her husband, and
began frying up all the ham slices for breakfast. Her husband woke
up in bed to the smell of frying ham all over the house. He rushed
downstairs with the aroma of frying ham filling his nostrils.

But it was too much of a good thing; Out on the kitchen table,
she had filled three big plates of fried ham, and was still a-frying.
The husband became upset, because she had fried up a lot more ham than
they could ever eat. He said, "What in the devil is your idea for
frying up all of this ham?"....And where in the *#*# did you get it?"
She replied, "Well,you ought to know, you gave it to me last night down
in the grove, and I thought we both could use a good ham breakfast to
get our strength back this morning.,

The husband's mouth flew open in astonishment,as his wife said,"1'l1
be expecting the same thing from you tonight...But, in our own bedroom;
And we will eat the rest of that ham, tomorrow morning!"

LIFE IS8 FULL OF PROBLEMS
I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.
My wild oats have turned into prunes and All Bran.
I finally got my head together; But now my body is falling Apart.
Thats Funny! I don't remember being Absent minded 7?77
IT's easier to get older, than it is to get wiser.
Some days you're the dog; Other days yoa'ts the tree.
L wish the buck stopped here, I couldé certainly use a few...

-Kids in the back seat cause accidents...

Accidents on the back seat cause...Kids!

It's hard to make a comeback, when you've never been anywhere. .
The only time the world beats a path to your door, is when you're using
the bathroom.

If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would have put them on my knee's.
Now that I'm finally holding all the cards,why does every Sucker, want
to play BINGO?

It's not hard at all to meet expenses....They're everywhere.

I can't remember if I printed this before, and I doubt very much,if

you can either!

CORRECTION PLEASE:OUR LAST ISSUE OF THE SMITH ISLAND TIMES WAS DATED
AS THE APRIL ISSUE, WHEN IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MARCH,ALSO
R : ‘DONNIE B. MARSH'S NAME WAS SOMEHOW--OMITTED from the FEB.
22ND TURKEY DINNER . HE PARTICIPATED IN THE PREPERATION
AND SERVING OF THAT DINNER, AND I'M SORRY FOR THE OMISSION.
Jennings
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Listed below, are the names of living Smith Island Veteran's that
sexrved, or are currently serving our country in the U.S. Armed Forces.
Beginning with World War II, the veteran names listed, were= either born,
+ived, or are presently living on Smith Island....Many of them are
living today off the island, all across the country from Florida to
Oregon. Should you discover, that any living veteran's name has been

cmmitted, please call me at 410-425-3881

names to this Armed Service's List.

LIVING VETERAN'S THAT SERVED IN WORLD WAR IT

Jennings

NAME
DALLAS (DAL) BRADSHAW
EDGAR (NED) BRIMER
RUTHMAN (RUKE) DIZE
CALVIN EVANS

CURVIN EVANS

ELMER L. EVANS

WM. KENNETH (KEN) EVANS
MILTON F. EVANS

NEAL EVANS

WAVERLY EVANS

WAYNE EVANS

CARLISLE (SPOT) MARSHALL
FREDRICK (FRED) MARSHALL
NEWMAN MARSEALL

ROY MARSHALL

STANLEY (BUCKY) MARSHALL
WILSON SNEADE JR.
EUGENE SOMERS
JOHN R. SOMERS
WELDON TYLER

L]

LIVING VETERAN'S THAT S

BRANCH OF SERVICE

and I will add any missing

ISLAND HOME

CLIFTON (CLIFF) BRIMER
CLARENCE EVANS

GORDON (GORDY) EVANS
HAROLD (WOODS) EVANS
JENNINGS L. EVANS

JERRY LEE EVANS

MARVIN (BUNK) EVANS
WEBSTER EVANS

HENRY L. GUY

ROBERT (BOBBY) MARSHALL
CHARLES K., MIDDLETON
WALTER MIDDLETON
FRANCIS B. PARKS

GEORGE HARVEY SPRIGGS JR.
REESE VEST.JR. - :
JOHN E. (JAY) WHITELOCK

(LR

U.S. NAVY TYLERTON
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. NAVY EWELL
U.S. ARMY RHODES POINT
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. NAVY EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY AIRFORCE RHODES POINT
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
U.S. MARINE CORPS RHODES POINT
U.S. NAVY TYLERTON
U.S. NAVY TYLERTON
U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
U.S. NAVY TYLERTON
U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
U.S., NAVY EWELL
U.S%? NAVY EWELL -
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL

ERVED DURING KOREAN WAR ERA
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY RHODES POINT
U.S. AIR FORCE EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. AIR FORCE EWELL
U.S. AIR FORCE EWELL
U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
U.S. ALR FORCE EWELL
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. MARINE CORPS RHODES POINT
U.S. ARMY EWELL
U.S. COAST GUARD EWELL - ——
U.S ARMY EWELL

AXTE
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LIVING VETERAN'S THAT SERVED DURING VIETNAM WAR ERA

NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE ISLAND HOME
GEORGE CARROLIL BRADSHAW U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
WILLIAM (BILLY) CLAYTON JR. U.5. NAVY TYLERTON
DONALD G. (DONNIE) EVANS U.S5. ARMY EWELL

DUANE EVANS U.S. ARMY EWELL
JACKIE EVANS U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
OMAR DALE EVANS U.5. ARMY EWELL

FPETER (PETE) EVANS U.5. ARMY RHODES PQINT
DANTEL (DANNY) HARRISON JR. U.S. ARMY EWELL
WELLINGTON KITCHING U.S5. NAVY EWELL
CHARLES LAIRD U.5. ARMY TYLERTON
MICHAEL (MIKE) LITTEN U.S. ARMY RHODES POINT
SAMUEL (SAMMY) MARSH U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
JOHNNY CARROLL MARSHALL U.5. ARMY TYLERTON
NORRIS MARSHALL U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
GENE PARKS U.S. ARMY EWELL
WARNER PARKS U.S. NAVY RHODES POINT
ROBERT (BOB) POTTER U.S. NAVY EWELL

EDWIN C. (SMITTY) SMITH IIT U.S5. ARMY EWELL

JOHN E. (SONNY) SPRIGGS U.&. MARINE CORPS EWELL

KEITH SPRIGGS U.s5. NAVY EWELL

EARL C. TYLER of LUTHER U.S. AIR FORCE RHODES POINT
BENJAMIN (BENNY) WHITELOCK U.S5. ARMY EWELL
LELAND WHITELOCK U.S5. ARMY EWELL

HARVEY CORBIN JR. NATIONAL GUARD TYLERTON»

LIVING VETERAN'S THAT SERVED IN‘ARMED FORCES AFTER VIETNAM WAR ERA

NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE ISLAND HOME
LANCE DIZE U.S.ARMY EWELL
HENRY GUY JR. U.S.NAVY EWELL
SCOTTY LAIRD U.S.MARINE CORPS TYLERTON
JAMIE MARSHALL U.S.MARINE CORPS TYLERTON
PATRICK POTTER U.S ARMY EWELL
RUSSELL (RUSTY) POTTER U.S.NAVY : EWELL

NAMES OF PERSONEL PRESENTLY SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE ISLAND HOME
TROY BRIMER U.S. COAST GUARD EWELL
BRADLEY (BRAD) EVANS U.S. ARMY EWELL
"MICKEY R, EVANS ~~ (U.S. AIR FORCE o EWELL
NICKI MARSHALL U.S. NAVY EWELL
RICHARD SHOFTSTALL U.S. ARMY TYLERTON
STEVEN SMITH U.S. COAST GUARD EWELL
JAMIE TYLER U.S. COAST GUARD EWELL
WILLIAM TYLER U.S. MARINE CORPS EWELL
EDDIE SOMERS U.S. COAST GUARD RESERVE EWELL

MEMORIAL DAY LISTS OF ISLAND VETERANS WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT EDITION
CF THE SMITH ISLAND TIMES.
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| thank thee, Lord in Heaven above,

For giving me a baby's love,

Those precious arms that hoid me tight,
Those soft, warm lips that kiss good night, .
That baby chatter, soft and sweet, .
The patter of those tiny feet. -

[ thank you for that love so true,
Those sparkling eyes like shining dew,
That silken hair, that tiny nose, e
Those cheeks like petals on a rose.

That grin that takes my breath away
And makes me love him mare each day.
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[ thank you for that precious smile,
That seems contagious afterwhile,
And when | tuck him in his bed,
And gently kiss his curly head,

Only a mother's heart can know, 2

What makes me love my baby so. ‘7.'5 g
[ thank you for his loving ways, & H}
His baby laughter through the days, )DE
Those teeth of pearl, that heart of gold. Sl
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Please guide his steps as he grows old,
And help me, Lord, to worthy be
Of such responsibility.
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Stella Wagner
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April Birthdays
2 - Annte Jones
3 —~ Maria Marshall
6 — Barry Bruce
9 — Lecky Tyler
10 — Amber Swann
12 — Betty Rae Tyler
13 — Daniel Harrison
14 — Grayden Marsh
" Rick Edmund
16 — Guy Marshall
17 — Jane Parks
19 — Gregory Evans
20 - Hanie Marshall
21 — Bryan Corbin
22 - Sally Tyler
24 - Ella Harrison
29 — Esther Harrison

May Birthdays

'l — Tammy Powers

3 —Hilda Tyler

4 - Lillian Evans

> — Tim Marshall Sr.

8 — Donna Smith

Chris Parks
9 — Margaret Marshall
Jessie Brimer

11 — Greg Evans

12 + Mildred Tyler
Glenn Evans

13 — Darlene Harrison

14 — Vickie Evans

16 — Iris Evans
Rosemary Wetzel

18 — Mina Evans
Alan Smith Sr,

19 — Frances Marsh

20 — Leslie Bradshaw

22 — Yvonne Harrison

23 — Ruth Evans

25 — Carly Evans

26 — Robbie Tyler

27 — Beth Pruitt

28 — Morris Bradshaw
Arbutus Marsh

. 30 — Darlene Parks

The Annual Fireman’s Dinner will be held at the Rec. Center
Wednesday Night at 6:30 p.m.

The Ladies Auxiliary will be raffling off a weed whacker at the
Dinner. See Carol for Tickets. (410-968-1118)

The Ladies Auxiliary are looking for donations f01: the Basket
Bingo. Any basket donations or cash donations will be greatly
appreciated. See Carol, Lisa, or Candice.
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BEDDING PLANTS

COMING SOON

BROOKE WILL BE HAVING BEDDING
PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS

.« PLACE YOUR ORDER OR WATCH FOR

THE ARRIVAL AT BROOKES HOUSE.

TOP SOIL, MULCH ETC.
TS AVAILABLE AT THE
HARBOR SIDE
CALL FOE Yype /POTHES
WAV - 7 % i R




