Seplember’s slender crescent grows again
Distinct in yonder peaceful evening red,
Clearer the stars are sparkling overhead,
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THAT LITTLE BROWN SHACK QUT BACK RE VISITED

By Jennings Evans

Nearly two months ago on August 12th, there came a news report 5
K out of the little town of Ivanhoe, Virginia (in rural south-west va).
' It told the plight of Coolidge Winesett, a resident of Ivanhoe, who
had the misfortune of having his outdoor privy collapse, with him in

it. The hapless 75 year old gentleman fell four feet through the
wooden floor, and was trapped for 3 days at the bottom of his little
"fresh air"toilet.

The creaky rotting floor boards and the thick oak board, that
only a few seconds earlier had been poor Coolidge's carved out oval
seat, all crashed down on top of him, pinning his shoulders down in

. the "goo" below. To say that Coolidge was caught with his pants down,

‘ would be putting it midly, because he was forced to lie in that awful
position untill three days later, when the mailman noticed his mail

| was piling up, and went onto the back yard looking for him.

! The mailman noticed Coolidge's old shack, had fallen in a heap,

' and began yelling out his name. A faint reply was heard coming from
the wreckage of the little wooden depository. It was Coolidge, still
alive but very "groggy" and weak from his ordeal. Finally, a crew of
rescuers was ordganized,and then ole Coolidge was pulled out from

. underneath of his smelly old shack that almost killed him.
| It had been reported that Mr.Winesett in the past had repeatedly
| rejected the state's rural assistance plan,to build a new bathroom
in his 90-year-old home at Ivanhoe. However, since the crash of his

| "comfort refuge" Coolidge had'a change of heart, and has been only
g too glad to accept another offer from the Virginia Rural Community
Assistance Program, to tear down his old home, and build a new two
bedroom house in its place.

When told, that the news of his plunge to the bottom, of his
little wooden structure had appeared in news stories as far away
as Scotland, ole Coolidge said, " I wish there had been some other
way for me to become popular. This is an insult to my ego."

This little story, has served to remind me once again of those
"good ole bad ole days" when the "Little brown shack out back" was
a necessity, for many of us before the days of indoor plumbing here
on the island. In January of 1965, I paid tribute to that lonely
little back yard station in a poem that expressed both the joy, and
discomfort that could be encountered by all who were required to
make daily visits to the little "confine" that once stood in our .
back yards.Once Aqain, heres my tribute to that-: (A/Q}(-l—?«':je_) ﬁ
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Those who follow Jesus are both learners and teachers.




LITTLE BROWN SHACK OUT BACK

By Jennings Evans

Now I wonder if your thoughts ever drift back,
To that little for-lorn shack,

The one with the quarter-moon neatly carved,
The one you onced had in your back yard.

Yes, many decisions were made out there,

Out there in that cool crisp air,

With your pants pulled down, around your knees,
Sometimes you thought, you were going to freeze.

It was the most used structure on your land,

Some days you walked to it, some days you ran.
True, it never reflected much charm, or grace,
But in an emergency, it was a terrific place.

It was also a place, a place to dream,
Sometimes you imagined, you were a king,
Sitting on a throne of gold,

Too bad your throne, was just a wooden hole.

And speaking of seats, there were usually two,
Not counting the one, you brought with you,
The grown-ups seat, was the larger of the two,

And the kids seat was small, so they wouldn't fall through.

Now the tissue paper was a little bit course,

You used Sears, and Spiegel, and Montgomery Wards.
The newspapers you used, were far from smooth,

But there was no better way to use the news.

In winter,the cold out there would chill your breath,

In summer,the ants would crawl,and tickle you half to death.

Yes, both the winter's wind, and the summers heat,
All whistled up through your oval seat,
But you were brave, and saw it through,
Because there was nothing else, that you could do.

But in the summer, you had a ball,

Out there watching the spiders crawl.

But you had a stick, in which to beat,

Any aggressive spider, crawling near your seat.

Another exciting thing you found,

Was knocking all the wasp nests down.
Remember that day, you knocked down ten,
And one mad wasp, stung your rear end.

You ran out of that shack, with your pants half down,

That was the last wasp nest, you ever knocked down.

And remember that day, when a little lizard crawled,

Up into a pant leg, of your over-alls.
You grabbed your stick, and gave a mighty blow,

But you missed the lizard, and whacked your big toe.

You battled insects of every breed,

The spiders, the ants,and the centipede.

You won most battles, but you lost a few,

And you've still got the scars to prove it too.

( OWWWWWWW )




APRIL 1937 FROM THE FILES OF THE CRISFIELD TIMES
NEWS FROM SMITHS ISLAND

The Somerset County Commissioners reluctantly agreed to
provde $800 to pave an oyster shell road with a material
known as slag,which is metallic waste that comes from iron
ore when melted in a blast furnace. The slag will be trans-
poted to Ewell from Baltimore and spread over a two mile
long oyster shell road that runs from Ewell to the neighbor-
ing community of Rhodes Point.

The County Commissioners had at first opposed funded the
project on the grounds, that there was not enough traffic
problems on the island to Justify a new road. The islanders
sent a committeeof men to Princess Anne to meet with the
Commissioners, to respond to their doubts of laying a new
new road through a marsh. The Commissioners's told them,
that it just wasnt enough traffic problems on the island,
you only have 12 cars; To which Capt. Nick Evans countered,
"No wonder, without roads, how can we have a traffic problem?"

The Commissioners said, they would review the groups
request for the new road,and ultimately decided to grant the
money for the island's first paved road.The number of cars on
the island is expected to increase with the addition of a
better road. .

SMITHS ISLAND ROADS COMMITTEE
Appointed April 1st 1937

CHATRMAN SECRETARY
John Abe Evans John Tawes Tyler Sr.

Ewell Roads Committee Tylerton Roads Committee Rhodes Point Roads Comm.

C. Nicolas Evans James Thomas Bradshaw Lloyd S. Tyler
T. Roosevelt Evans Johnny C. Marshall Clifton Sneade
Raymond A. Ewvans Will Custis Smith Roland F. Hoffman
Edgar F. Brimer Sr. Oscar H. Smith Elwood Johnson

Johnson(Tunney) Evans Marvin Marshall
Ed Frank Tyler :

Noah L. Evans

H. Tawes Jones

JULY 1939
Enforcement of a law prohibiting use of engines in crab scraping boats

More then 100 crab scrapers from Smiths Island were arrested
for dragging scrapes across the crabbing grounds in defiance of
a law, prohibiting such power in boats; Exceptions were those
boats that use trot-lines that catch crabs from long lines of
of bait. However, most Smiths Islanders do not use trot-lines;
Preferring to use crab scrapes instead, which has been done only

under Ehe use of sail for more then 40 {ears. ]
Maryland Conservation officials fear the use of motorized crab

scraping would give the islanders a more efficient means to catch
crabs, and deplete the supply of crabs more quickly.

Foot note: As most old time watermen remember, the Law against
crab scraping with power, could not be enforced

Properly, because a majority of Marylanders in the
soft grab business, supported power Scraping...And

the fear'of ‘depletion of crab stocks by Md.
Officials proved to be "Hog Wash" Y . State
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Remember the little button on the shack's outside,
And the day the neighbors kid, locked you up inside.
You spent most of the afternoon,

Peeping through that quarter-moon.

Now your daring escape plan, was brave and bold,

Remember! When rescuer's found you jammed, trying to squeeze thru a hole?
They finally squeezed you out squirming, thru that tight old seat,
However, that "goo" piled up on your shoes, was far from being neat.

You had never suffered such humility, and embarrassment before,

All because some little brat, buttoned you inside the little shacks door.
But, in those days, there was no need to "fuss and fume"

Because you still were dependent, on that little outdoor room.

But &s'las and a'lack,there finally came the day,
When the Health Department came, and made you take it away.
After many years of service, the little shack was gone,
And you even missed it for awhile,standing in the back of your lawn,.

But now, as you sit in your bathroom bright,

No longer must vou suffer, from Jack Frost bite.

But theres just one thing, that your bathroom lacks,

Its not half as exciting, as that little brown shack - out back.

OLD TIME ROUND STERN WORK BOAT QUIZ
Compiled by Jennings Evans

Match the the origional Smith Island Captains of the 25 old style

(round stern) crab potting and oyster tonging vessels listed below.
These are tricky, because some of the origional Captains are no
longer with us, and others are retired. But do the best you can,
and give yourself 4 points for each correct match-up.The correct
match-ups can be found at the bottom of this page.

Point Score 90-100 A-excellent 70-80 B-good 50-60 C-fair
30-40 D-poor 20-30 E failing

Home Port Vessels Name Captains
Ewell 1.Anytime A,Clyde A, Evans
Ewell 2.Betty Hyer B.Filmore Brimer
Ewell 3.Betty Raye I C.Edgar F. Bradshaw
Tylerton 4.Bill . D.Robert E. (Bobby)Tyler
Ewell 5.Capt. Tom E.J.Newell Bradshaw
Ewell 6.Cora E. F.Henry L. Guy

Ewell 7.Creston E, G.Benj. T. Evans
Ewell 8.Doris Lee H.Ruke Dize

Ewell 9.Dottie Ann I.Carlos J. Tyler
Tylerton 10.E.C. Pruitt J.Morris Sneade

Ewell 11.Eloise M. K.Herman({Tip) Marsh
Ewell 12,.Evelyn B. L.Everett Middleton
Ewell 13.Flora Henrietta M.Clarence (Bus) Evans
Ewell 14.Gail M. N.Tolson Brimer
Rhodes Point 15.Jackie A, O.Harry (Reed) Evans
Ewell 16.Janie P.Reese Vest Jr.

Fwell 17.Jimmie Q.Jerry Lee Evans
Ewell 18.Judy Lane R.Franklin Marshall
Ewell 19.Ratie G. 5.Wilson Sneade Sr.
Tylerton 20 .Lottie T.Dwight Marshall Sr.
Ewell 21 .Louise Russell U.Gladstone Tyler Sr.
Rhodes Point 22.Mama Estelle V.Julian(Juke)Bradshaw
Rhodes Point 23.Marlene : W.Randolph Evans
Tylerton 24 Marsha B. X.David L. Laird

Rhodes Point 25 .Paula ¥.Dan Dize
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RHODES POINT HOMECOMING will be held on Sunday, Oct. 8th Moming service wil be at
11:00 am., followed by a covered dish dinnner at the Community Center. Speaker will be Stan
Pruitt.

EWELL U.M.W. will hold an Election Day Supper on Nov. 7th. Watch for details.

EWELL SCHOOL P.T.A. would like to thank everyone for supporting the first raffle. The Fall
lawn arrangement was won by Beth Tyler.

E.V.F.D. will hold its last Barbecue of the season, watch for posters on exact date.

E.V.F.D. Ldys. Aux. will be selling Joe Corbi Pizzas during the month of October. Call Carof -
968-1118 First meeting of Ewell U.M.W. and Ladies Aux. will be this Tuesday at 6:30 pm.
WATERMEN'S DINNER will be Held Nov. 4th

BINGOMANIA will be held Nov.11th

P.T.A. EVENTS IN OCTOBER

Halloween Social - Sat. Oct. 28th
Trick or Treating - Tues. Oct.31st.

"Hello -*, From Ewell Schaol Students N
and Staff.




SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - RICHARD EVANS
EDDIE EVANS SR.
MARY LEE DIZE

2 - GLADSTONE TYLER SR.

3 - FRANCIS PARKS

4 - LYDIA JEAN MARSH
RUTH SOMERS

5. RUKE DIZE

8- FAYE BRADSHAW
KEN EVANS

- 9. MISSY TYLER

13 - STEPHEN EVANS JR.

Telephone Jack lastallation and Repair Service
V ——
768 - /556
Mezd 1 telephene jack installed, moved or servicad? Call me, Card

Tyler, today - Servics will be prompt and professional and
about 177 the prics of die telephene company.

JOAN CORBIN
| PAULINE MARSHALL
15 - MIKAYLA EVANS

CHARLI EVANS )

MAXINE COMPUTER SYSTEM |

CECILL AEYIRDANS {i‘% WITH WINDOWS 95 ]

T se¥2 | STARTING AT $130.00
—— @ YEAR 2000 READY ‘Shar: vl meceeg & Leloy Frizsan

18- o - @wnar-innkaepers

BILLY JOHN EVAN S CEHRISTMAS _. S

19 - EVERETT LANDON LAYAWAY'S ogen ali yaar
! LISA EVANS N ARE AVAILABLE ; dinnars avaiizhle
| EUGENE MARSHALL SR. 410-425-4121 .
i ot Tylerton, MD 213§&

- 21 - MARLENE MARSH
- 22 - STEPHANIE EVANS
| DANNY TYLER
23 - LEON MARSH
25 .RUTH BRADSHAW
27 - CAROLE ANN LANDON
29 - CHART DIZE
PATTY PARKS EVANS

4170-425-3547
siten ;mu@shore intarcom.net

SAuomw | wARSH & SON BOATYARD

If you would like to recsive Custom Built Fiberglass Boats
a brocure or place an order, Fiberzlass & W Oode'; Hull Repair
call Bath, your new Avon
representative for Rhodes BUS: 410-425-4211
Point and Ewell, LARSY MARSH, owner RES: 410-963-1647
3141 YARSH RD. FAX: $10-963-1647
410-425-2050Q  SYITH ISLAND, MD 213’*_ 1-300-224-2812
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@WEWQH Tide T A FULL SERVICE SALON

%}@ Bd &Best !&Qi
@&4@@4’

¢ Tanning
bleep ona fne; Ldly rustic
istand lecated in the middle of the o Waxi ng

Chesapeake Bay “the Crabhing '
_ Capital of the World.™ .

L ' . 410-425-2141 425-4881

® Haircuts
® Perms
® Color
® Htghllghtm
®-Nails




~AUTUMN IN THE AIR

When school lets out, every kid thinks that summer
is endless. By Labor Day, they know better. It’s back "Muam¥
to the bogks, as the days start to turn cool. g‘:‘ o
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© Membership
! Membership is open to all who
fupperr the goais of the organization.

I Ajnual dues are:

O Individual © 81000
i Family . $15.00

U Carporate $100.00
[s this membership .

O New -
{3 Renewal

Name

Address

City, Saate, Zip

Date

Planse send 10030 bnnj'
Crisfirld & Smah Liland Cultwral Alliance, ina
PO Bax TéI
Crufleld, MD 21817
or brﬁrj :
F0 +he Centesr

: &;f SMITE ISLAND CENTER =7/
RS for

Taze Grzar gift ideas —
L #* Ole rzplica baseball kor's
e * Sturdv fote bags

#* T-shirt's & sweatshires
“Land and Water, People and Time " video for only S15.50

Remember, members get 10% off gift items

Come in and visit us or call (410)423-3331
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