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MEMORIES OF SMITH ISLAND BY 3 FORMER ISLANDERS_?HAT GREW UP HERE

MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS FROM TYLERTON
‘ By a Former Resident
of Tylerton, Judy Laird Schoffstall

"I remember on one Christmas Eve, my dad "Ewell Laird" was up o
the Bay tonging oysters. Christmas fell on a weekend that vear. ' '
A snow storm came up just as it was time for Dad to come home. g;%%z
You see, we lived on Smith Island, so when he got to Crisfield, T
he still had to cross the Sound to get home. There was a lot of C?i
ice and snow. He had to pick up our Christmas packages at Sears,
before he got on a boat to come home,"

"I remember my Mom praying for Dads safety, because she knew
the boat would be ¢rossing rough waters in the night. She said,
"Children, kneel down here and pray for Dad."It's an awful time
out there." There were no telephones, we could use back then, so
we didn't know if Dad was on his way across the Sound or not. Mom
was praying as hard as she could, but it was getting late, and we
worried that something may have happend to the boat that he was
supposed to be coming on."

" But about 3 o'eclock on Christmas Morning, we heard footsteps
coming up to our door.... And when Mom opened the door, there
stood Dad in a Santa Claus suit, with our presents velling, "“HO
HO, HO!™ I looked at him an said, "Santa Daddy" you're home."
Jesus has answered our prayers!" bDad had found a Santa Claus suit
somewhere,and made us all so happy, that Christmas.

"Another memory of Christmas past was watching my Mom "Gladys
Laird" cooking and baking our favorite things. The excitement of
preparing for Christmas Day filled our hearts with joy. We didn't
have a lot of money, my brother Charles and I could only spend
around $25 each for Christmas, so it took us a while to decide
what we would like to have out of the Sears Catalogue Wish Book.

We would go to church Christmas Eve night, and wake up early
Christmas morning to the smell of homemade scrapple cooking for
our breakfast. And then, we would go to church before we opened
our presents. Mom and Dad always told us why we celebrated on
Christmas Day. Mom would say,"Just as we do your birthdays, we
celebrate Jesus birthday. You receive gifts and give gifts in
His name, because God gave us the best gift of all. They call
his name JESUS 1"

Judy Laird Schoffstall
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By a Former Resident of
Ewell, Vera Brimer Townsend

My mind goes back to the wonderful years of my youth.Christmas
preparations began at least one month prior, with the children
all searching through Sears-Roebuck and Montgomery Ward catalogue
to find that special thing that we wanted Santa to bring us.The
orders began to flow. Back orders, or out of stock, meant a hasty
trip to Crisfield where there was Murphy's 5&10, Coffman Fisher's
Toyland, or Marion Drug Toyland.

A few days before Christmas, had my Mom "Evelyn Brimer" clean-
ng the house and baking a raw coconut cake with black walnuts,
homemade scrapple, hogs-head cheese,root beer, cookies, and choc-
olate layer cake."Boy, she could cook!"

Our house was built with a waterfront view of the Chesapeake
Bay One of the most exciting times was to go upstairs and loock
out of the hall window for a glimpse of the Fleet of Skipjacks.
bDad, "Filmore Brimer" was the captain of the skipjack "Howard."
We didn't have any heat upstairs, but that didn't matter, as I
wanted to be the first one to see those white sails appear on the
horizon.

It was a good feeling to see the "Howard" sailing safely into
Harbor channel. He had been gone since November 1st. Such a long
time for the children and wives. The next day all the boats sail-
ed to Crisfield to sell their oysters. When they came home they
had apples, oranges, tangerines, mixed nuts, and lots of candy.

Saturday always meant beef steak and onion gravy and hot rolls
Christmas Eve began with the kids program at the church at which
Santa arrived. We stopped on the way home at Capt. Tobe's and Mrs
Mary's store where "Chiney" (their son) dipped us out a ice cream
cone. Then it was home for us, where we would go to bed and wait
quietly for Santa to sneak in.

Christmas day found us searching for the doll, and the toys
that Santa brought us,and placed under the tinseled Christmas
tree. And then it was time to go "Christmas Giving," where all
the neighbors gave us coins, candy,and fruit to put in our stock-
ings.

Then it was back home to enjoy more of Moms cooking where
friends and family would drop by to see what Santa had brought us
Then it was off to Rhodes Point to see grandfather Ben, and grand
mother Effie. (Moms parents). There was always a lot going on down
there. Mom had five brothers (one of them, "Gordy" was younger
the me. Moms two sisters would be there too.

After our visit to Rhodes Point, we would come back home at
Ewell again,and dress for the annual Christmas Pagent at the
Church. Christmas festivities would last all week. There was
Christmas parties for everyone. Then on New Years Day, the kids
would go around to neighbors homes  where they would again
receive money, candy, fruit, and a friendly greeting for the New
Year.

After New Years Day, the men would leave home again to go
dredging oysters. Thats when everyone and everything gets back
to normal. There's no place like Smith Island for Christmas. We
were truly blessed. We still are. God Bless You All!

Vera Brimer Townsend




EWELL SCHOOLGIRL WRITES OF WINTER ON SMITH ISLAND IN 1957

By Geneva Dize Grade 8
Smith Island Jr. High

The idea of having a severe winter might distress people
do not know of life on an island. This is not true with the folks
who live on Smith Island in the Chesapeake Bay. Even if they are
ten miles from the mainland, they do not feel isclated because
every home is in touch with the rest of the world by telephones,
television, and radio.

The 700 inhabitants have learned from the generations before
them how to provide for food, shelter, and c<clothing. It seems
that their thinking is not disturbed by being ice-locked. The
people here feel that their few wants of milk, bread, and mail
will be taken care of by our many friends on the mainland.

We were very glad to see a large U.S.A. Helicopter land in
our community with these needed articles. Most all of the folks
feel very secure, because all the boats are snugly anchored in
the basin where the high gales and menacing ice floes cannot do
damage to them.

The youth of Smith Island are bubbling over with the oppor-
tunities given to us by "0ld Man Winter."All the creeks, guts,
and ponds afford skating, sliding, and ice boating.Its not only
the fun on the ice for us youngsters, but we get the desire to
explore the 0ld deserted homesteads where our ancesters once
lived so close to the Bay. The most intrigquing area's of the far
reaches that we can get to, walking on the ice are: Round Rammock
Over the Thorofare, (Martin Wildlife Refuge),and the most exciting
of them all, Over to Aunt Kizy's, where the old churches used to
be, Its always a thrill to go over there, looking for some trace,
of 0ld Marmaduke's Treasure! The people on the island have never
given up looking for his gold pieces.

So, now you see why we young people like a real touch of cold
winter every now and then.

Geneva Dize

Grade 8
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. TH kindly folks who linger
When th' evening shadows lengthen At your bedside when you're ill,
And th' nighttime settles down, And think of naught buf comfort
I like to sit ar'ld ponder As they do your bid an’ will.
On th’ good folks in our town—
My heart is very happy,
TH folks who have a moment As th’ moon beams from above,
For ti children at their play, Fer th' good folks 'round about me,

And wave a cheery greeting For their kindness and their love.
As they pass along th' way. .

For it truly is a blessing

The kind of worthy people To have neighbors dwelling near,
Who would always be your friend, Who are always spreading sunshine
Good folks who'd never fail you— With a word and smile sincere.

Who'd be faithful to th’ end.

And I hope when shadows deepen

Ah, yes, I like to ponder And my bark puts out to sea,

When ti’ evening stars appear, " Pl ‘belguided to that harbor
On th good folks of th' village Where good folks may welcome me.
Who spread happiness and cheer. o R

TH' folks who never falter
When there’s something they may do—
A burden to be lifted,

Or a friendship to renew.




E.V.F.D. LADIES AUXILIARY

The drawing for the Honda Motorscooter took place at the
Fireman's Banquet. A gentleman from Damascus, MD.
won - his name was not available at printing time.

Roilerskating wilt resume on Saturdays, watch for signs on the date.
EWELL P.T.A.

P.T.A. Bingo will at the school will begin soon, watch for si gns and
dates.

RHODES POINT

Dr. Murmphy, the dentist will be coming to the Island some time in mid January.
This will be the last dentist until some time in Spring.
Call Connie for an appt. 968-3830

The U.M.W.S. will be raffling offa goody box of nonperishable food items at the
end of January. Tickets 5/$/ Members will come around.selling tickets.

TYLERTON T

I. would really like to print your information. Won't someone
please contact me with the info? You can call, write, fax,
or | will call you. | need a volunteer! 410-968-1647 410-425-2154




EWELL SCHOOLGIRL WRITES OF WINTER ON SMITH ISLAND IN 3957

By Geneva Dize Grade 8
Smith Island Jr. High

The idea of having a severe winter might distress people who
do not know of life on an island. This is not true with the folks
who live on Smith Island in the Chesapeake Bay. Even if they are
ten miles from the mainland, they do not feel isolated because
every home is in touch with the rest of the world by telephones,
television, and radio.

The 700 inhabitants have learned from the generations before
them how to provide for food, shelter, and clothing. It secems
that their thinking is not disturbed by being ice-locked. The
people here feel that their few wants of milk, bread, and mail
will be taken care of by our many friends on the mainland.

We were very glad to see a large U.S.A. Helicopter land in
our community with these needed articles. Most all of the folks
feel very secure, because all the boats are snugly anchored in
the basin where the high gales and menacing ice floes cannot do
damage to them,

The youth of Smith Island are bubbling over with the oppor-
tunities given to us by "0ld Man Winter."All the creeks, guts,
and ponds afford skating, sliding, and ice boating.Its not only
the fun on the ice for us youngsters, but we get the desire to
explore the o0ld deserted homesteads where our ancesters once
lived so close to the Bay. The most intriguing area's of the far
reaches that we can get to, walking on the ice are: Round Hammock
Qver the Thorofare, (Martin Wildlife Refuge),and the most exciting
of them all, Over to Aunt Kizy's, where the old churches used to
be. Its always a thrill to go over there, locking for some trace,
of 0ld Marmaduke's Treasure! The people on the island have never
given up locking for his gold pieces.

So, now you see why we young people like a real touch of cold
winter every now and then.

Geneva Dize
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. TH kindly folks who linger
When th' evening shadows lengthen At your bedside when yot're ill,

And ti nighttime settles down,
1 like to sit and ponder
On th' good folks in our town-——

TH folks who have a moment
For th children at their play,
And wave a cheery greeting
As they pass along th way.

The kind of worthy people
Who would always be your friend,
Good folks who'd never fail you—

Who'd be faithful to th’ end.

Ah, ves, I like to ponder
When th' evening stars appear,
On th good folks of th village

Who spread happiness and cheer.

Th folks who never falter
When there's something they may do—
A burden to be lifted,

Or a friendship to renew.

4. And my bark puts out to ses,

And think of naught but comfort
As they do your bid an® will.

My heart is very happy,
As th’ moon beams from above,
For th’ good folks ’round about me,
For their kindness and their love.

For it truly is a blessing
To have neighbors dwelling near,
Who are always spreading sunshine
With a word and smile sincere.

And I hope when shadows deepen

“T'11 ‘be-guided to that harbor
Where good folks may welcome me.
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The drawing for the Honda Motorscooter took place at the

Fireman's Banquet. A gentleman from Damascus, MD.
won - his name was not available at printing time.

Rollerskating wit} resume on Saturdays, watch for signs on the date.
EWELL P.T.A.

P.T.A. Bingo will at the school will begin soon, watch for si gns and
dates.

RHODES POINT

Dr. Murphy, the dentist will be coming to the Island some time in mid January.
This will be the last dentist until some time in Spring.
Call Connie for an appt. 968-3830

The UM.W.S. will be raffling offa goody box of nonpetishable food items at the
end of January. Tickets 5/8] Members will come around.selling tickets.

TYLERTON T

| would really like to print your information. Won't someone
please contact me with the info? You can call, write, fax,
or | will calt you. | need a volunteer! 410-968-1647 410-425-2154




i SMITH ISLAND HOLIDAYS 1999

The month of December heralds the peak of the social season on Smi
Island. The calendar began with the Halloween Social on October 30th..
Amidst the flurry of costumes, contests, cakes, and games, everyone knew
that this was just the beginning of the festivities.

One week later, the Watermans Supper took place, with one of the largest
crowds in many years. Everyone partook of great food, friendship, and
hilarious entertainment, including wild performances by the "Back Cove Boys"
Irish "RiverDances”, and Roland "Pal” Bradshaw in a chicken hat. (Video H :
available somewhere). The dubicus "Waterman Awards" were presented by ap
Jennings Evans, while peals of laughter rang out late into the night.

November continued with Bingos, Bazaars, Bakes, and Dinners, all
leading up to the whirlwind of December. .

The UM.W. Christmas Party kicked off the festivities, and put us in the
Christmas spirit. This year's party was held in Tylerton, which meant a short
boat ride for most of us. Boarding the ferry at night,- the boat packed full of
ladies in their Christmas finery, and presents peeking out of handbags, somehow made it
all seem very special. Arriving at the dock, we got our first glimpse of Christmas lights
twinkiing in the darkness. As we made our way to the Church, all the beavtifully colored
lights assured one that Tylerton had not "gone dark” after all..

We were all greeted personally at the door of the Church by Tylerton U.M.W. officers,
which lent a warm and friendly atmosphere to the occasion. The prayer service, held in the
Church newly adormed for Christmas, made us remember the true meaning of our
celebrations. Then it was downstairs, for one of the most excellent meals | have ever had in
my life. Fried oysters, roast beef and gravy, mashed potatos, greens, salads, rolls, cheescake
and superb coffee, come to mind, along with much more. If a meal can achieve perfection, |
believe this one did. The entertainment was provided by the Rhodes Point and Ewell ladies
this year. There were Siamese twins, singers, dancers, rappers, stressed-out fashion shows,
and stand-up comics,- all were fantastic!

The next Friday brought us to the Annual Hayride for the Island children. Hosted by Otis
and Carol Tyler at their own expense, the kids were treated to hot dogs, drinks, and candy.
Santa visited the children at the Rec Center, and joined them for a ride around the Isiand!

The following Friday we came to . the Ewell
School Christmas Program and Luncheon. Open to all Island residents, the P.T.A. provided
a complimentary luncheon of ham, rolls, and salads, to thank averyone for their generous
support throughout the school year. The children enacted a play, sang songs, rang bells and
recited speeches. It was a happy occasion for all involved.

Also that weekend, the Christmas Pageant was held at the Church in Ewell, further adding
to the spirit of the season.

Christmas Eve found everyone at one of the three Churches for service, programs and
speeches. Seeing the children in their Christmas best, brings joy to the heart, and a sense of
hope for the future.

Christmas Day was a time for the family at home. As we made our way to North End
to visit my daughter and son-in-law on their first Christmas, we noticed a strange silence-
no cars on the road, no people on the street- everyone was snug at home enjoying their
presents from Santa.

A short resT and then it was time for the Annual Firemans Banguet. The men served a
delicious meal of shrimp, ham, salads, and cake. It was followed by an Awards Program
hosted by Jennings Evans. Chris Parks recieved theFireman of the Year Award, and
Elmer Evans was inducted into the Delmarva Fire Association Hall of Fame., The
Awards Program was followed by the Annual Firemans Dance. The next evening, the
Community Dance was held at the Rec Center. Dance patrons were treated to a live band
this year, sorething that has not happened on the !siand in a long time.

As Decemnber draws to a close, the last evening will be spent in Church , or at home with the
family, bringing to an end all of the seasonal festivities. There is o place like home on Smith

Island for the holidays!  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year/

i
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FROM THE
STUDENTS AND
STAFF OF
EWELL SCHOOL

GOD BLESS YOU!

Wish You

We All Wan-t To
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DECEMBER' BIRTHDAYS

Jukie Bradshaw
Jeff Evans
Laura. Evans
Patti Laird
Lindsey Bradshaw
Susie Smith .
Denny Bradshaw )

Tyler today m

; Telephone Jack Installaticn and REpafr.Sex:'rEc-e“
410-968-1556

Need 2 te!cp'ndnc jack installed, moved or servited? Cail me, Carl

Servies will be prompe and profexsional and
abcut 172 the prics of the teleghone campamy.

Brent Bradshaw

Kathleen Bradshaw
Renee Dize :
Jennings Evans Sr.
Kaitlin Evans
John Reed Evans
Lucy Bradshaw
Carol Tyler
Beth Kitching

COMPUTER SYSTEM
WITH WINDOWS 95 _
STARTING AT S150.00 |
YEAR 2000 READY |

Janice Kitching
Skylar Evans ;
Dana Evans (Billy John)
Craig Evans .
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Ronnie Corbin

Mabre Bradshaw o
Evelyn Tyler S : o -

CHRISTMAS
LAYAWAY'S
ARE AVAILABLE

410-425-4121
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AVON
To place an order or to - : N
recetve a brochure call - T

Beth, your new Avon
representative todzy!

410-425-2050
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A FULL SERVICE SALON

® Haircuts

® Perms ‘%
@ Color s
vzns, Innkses © Highlighting &

® Narlls
e [anning

Slazz gn a BHandiy, rustic

Hand leeatzd in the middlz of ta

Chesapeale Bay “the Crakting - -»
Cagitzl of the Wedd.™"

410-425-2141
L

L.

LARRY MARSH, owner
3141 MARSH RD.
SMITH ISLAND, MD 21824
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MARSH & SON BOATYARD

Custom Built Fiberglass Boals

Fiberglass & Wooden Hull Repair

Sharry! Lindberg & LeRoy Friesen
owner-innkeepers

open all year
dinners available

Tylerton, MD 21866
410-425-3541
siientmu@shore.intercom.net

BUS: 410-425-4211

RES: 410-968-1647

FAX: 410-968-1647
1-800-224-2812
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It's time to renew or sign up for the Smith Island times. Dont'tc

delay and ce disappoeinted when you no longer rsczive the pager.

All subscristicons run out in Decamber.
7 - Stuck for a2 holiday Ggift for a fFriend or lovead one?_ Why not s
:E?‘ Ggive them & ¢ift that will last all year long? Sand pavment o °
¥ - — >0
ﬁ% Classified ads can include yard sales, articles for sale, g

ije:sonél 2ds, help wanted ads, etc. for $1.00 per publicztion. Any
businesses interested in advertising, please call Tarry.
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Smith Islarnd subscription rate (delivered)
Nauwz

811 Address
Phone #F )

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION by US MAIL (3rd class P €7
NAME __ -~
;feet Address ‘ - . ) _
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