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“Smiths Island is my station.

" Born June 8, 1855 Diary of Washi Ev . ) Aot
Died April 17, 1886 - Reprinted by Jennings Evans _Heaven is my destination.” v
Nhfs
Washington Evans, whose leg was amputated at MD. University Hospital on Lombard 3 T
and Green Street, Baltimore MD., with 105 medical students looking on. SREN

"l was admitted Dec. 16th 1874 on bed number 41 in the St. Lukes ward...with Sister
Maqdalene in charge, Dr. Christopher Johnson surgeon, Dr. McSherry medicine, and Dr.
- Worthington, the house attending physician. | was lying on bed 41 when Professor Johnson
came in and said to me, ‘Boy! That's the self Spontaneous amputation gangrene you've got and )f’s
that leg’s got to come off...but it's better to have one leg out of the grave than to have two go > 5{*’
intoit'Solmademmymindtostanditasbestaslcould.‘ . 5? —

r. Johnson and Dr, Worthington began to lecture them at 11 a.m about what was to take Yo b’
place...they were to pay close aftention, and make notes as the surgeon went about removing ,3’ .:
my leg below the knee.” AT

"After the lecture, he told me, the surgeon was ready to do his duty, and | asked him if he
was going to put me 1o sleep with chloroform, and he said "No, you're no strong enough to take
it...you've been weakened by the gangrene infection in your lower leg.’ | told him 1 would do,my
best to stand the pain. The surgeon then took a knife and cut two arteries loose, and then took %"4“

. <

a sharp saw and sawed it off...oh how that hurt!* —‘:,@g\g
: ‘ ' ElEN
"But, after the operation was over he said that | had good nerves, and a strong
* constitution, and stood it very well. Then they took me back to my bed, and by 1 p.m. | sat up
in my bed and ate dinner.” BNE
"But | remained very weak from the 17th until Dec. 23rd from loss of blogd. | was too TR
weak {0 even write in this book for the following six days. Since then, I have kept account of
the daily activities in this ward...| have seen people die of gangrene because they refused to
have their legs sawed off.” . . . )
Many sailors have been admitted after suffering injuries and frostbite whie workingon = %g s
-~ brigs, rams and schooners...sometimes toes, feet or legs had to be armpitated o save their TR

lives...but not all were saved. During the three months and ten days | spent n the hospital, 24
menandﬂ'lreewqmendied.“ ) L

"Several men died in the bed next to me, and it's been very hard to bear, when you know
someone might die in your presence from Injuries or illiness. Almost everyday there came in

amputated some ofhig fmbs.” - . -Te T m TR EEAE
. Jan. 13,1875 - " metamedical student named Smith fro Wicomico County today...he
was one of the 105 medcalsh:de:ﬁsdassﬂmedaytheyampulatadmyleg. He said it was

hard o kil an Evans, for he knew some of them down on the sastem shors of Maryland.”




Jan 18 - "Dr. Tiffany examined my leg and said he thought it would never be able to
have an artificial leg on it.” ‘ .

Jan 20 - "They brought in a man with consumption (TB) very bad. He was deaf too...his
sister s came by to see him...they said sixty years ago this man was worth six thousand
doi!ars,ﬂb;t h?dcl!rank it up, and wasted it away. Dr. Tiffany came in and examined him while he
was still drunk!l” :

Jan 28th - "Today was operation day in the infirmary...there was a man brought in with
both legs fractured Dr. Tiffany put the man under the influence of chloroform, and split his legs
with a knife into all shapes, and then scraped the bones, and put oakum in them, and then put
him in the St. Matthews ward.”

Jan 26th - "A sister came to see me and said 'How are you getting along with your leg?' |
answered it was getting along well. She gave me a Catholic medal, and told me to wear it. She
said 'Has your father sailed up to see you yet?' and | said ‘No, but many of the Smith Island
men oyster dredging up the bay have visited me.' Said she, 'i would scold him when | saw
Rr'mmgél were you." She asked me if | would like to join the Catholic church... told her 1 was a

ethodist.”

Reprinted by Jennings Evans:
Son of Albert and Samn Flunart Evans.
Washington B. Evans b. June 8, 1855
d. April 17, 1886 - 31 years old.
. - vof Johnson and Elizabeth Bradshaw-Evans
' Adaline Evans Evans b. Oct. 2, 1855
d. March 15, 1935 - 79 years oid.
One son '
He was the father of Warren M. Evans of Rhodes Paint b. 1882 d. 1661

Washington and Adaline Evans were marries on June 12, 1882 by Rev. George W. ‘
Covington at the home of W.M. David (Bill Dave) and Virginia Guy Evans of Rhodes Point, MD.
The couple were attended by John Edward Bradshaw and Mary E. Marsh

He entered Maryland University Inﬁﬁnary with a severe case of gangrene of the right leg.
On Dec. 16th, 1874. He has his lag amputated on Dec. 17th without any chloroform or
anesthetics, in the presence of 105 medical students. ‘ ~ -

o A28 08

Washington B. Evaiis
Born June 8, 1835

“Smiths Island is my station.
Heaven is my destination.”

Washington B. Evans, husband of
Adaline Evans Evans and a resident of

_Rogue’s Point, died on April 17, 1886 at
the age of 30 years. Born and reared on

* Rogue’s Point, he was the son of Albert
and Sarah Evans. Mr. Evans taught
school on the island Interment was at

" . Calvary UME Churchyard, Rhodes Point

MD. He was the father of Warren M. .
Evans.
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From Di f W, .Ev
Repnnted by Jennmgs Evans _

Jan. 31 - "1took my first walk on crutches today. Ig:essllookedﬁrw The other patients
laughed at me and said, "Washington, youm‘lihavetoleamtousemecmtchesbetterﬂmﬂm
if you are ever going to walk agmnl"

Feb. 1 -"Itookawatkonmy cnnchestodayandfallandhurtmyselfvefybad."

Feb. 2 2.1 did better today on my crutches. | walked up to look at Dr. Johnson's office. He had
two real skeletons in there, one a man, the other, a woman.

Feb. 3- My;awgotansmglmttoday Dr. Tffanycamebyandsa:d "What's that in your jaw,
a cut of tobacco?” | said,"no, it just swelled up.” He said, "Let me have a look at it, if you
please” Hefeltoflt,arﬂburstlt. Hehadedoutaspﬂtonformetosputm andwalkedaway

Feh. 5 - Dr. Tiffany came in and treatedﬂms deaf and drunk man, whtch-l have spoken of
before,,, After that, he gave him a lecture.

Feb. 6 - sister Mary Magdalenecameuptoour wardandaskedusufwe,loved Christ and his
Mother, Mary.m and we all said yes. She said, "That's right, a!waysiovaﬂ'aeLord

Feb. 10 - ItisAshWednsday,andIwentmtoﬁwechapal,whereﬂ)eyhadMass. it was the
first time | was ever in a Catholic Chapel. The sailors helped me get upstairs to the Chapel.
The Sister said to them, "Don't let Washington fall.” Later, when she brought me some
medicine she said, "How did you like the Mass?” | told her it was good!”

Feb.11 - Dr. Chisolm gave a lecture to the students up in the theatre today, and took out a
man's eye. He was a sailor on a French Brig, they called him Frenchy He told me a great
many stories about sailing on the ocean. Another man died today with a strange disease.
They took him to the dead house, but he did not go to Potters Field, his friends redeemed his
body. Potters Field is where people with no one to claim their bodies are buried.

Feb. 14 - | went to the Chapel again today, | enjoyed it very much by hearing the organ playing
and the Sisters singing.

Fab. 15 - There came in a man who was struck on the head by a boom, he had a fractured
skull. He was from Liverpool, England. 1 was lying on my bed, No. 43, and they brought a
man in on bed 42 with Syphilis and four other bad diseases. | had to be moved to bed 50. He
died soon after. Dr. Tiffany used him as an example for us younger men, to show what bad
diseases would do to the body if we were not careful.

Feb. 18 - Today, Sunday, the Sisters came on our ward with their Mother Superior. Our
SlsterMarysald'ThaSIsmeboymradhslegamputatedmﬁuRanesﬂwesla meanngme
- Mother Superior smiled and wished me well. - e

Feb.20 | fell down again early this moming and hurt my knee badly. Alltl'lesallorsontheward
said they were sorry, and | was too.

Feb.21 - A man died of bed sores on St. Johns ward. He'd been bed ridden for several years,
andthesomshelped kill im. 1 heard him cfyingoutoften.

Feb. 22 - was Washington's Birthday, and was observed throughout the City A boy named
Andrew in St. Matthews ward began suffering from cramp colic and was in alot of pain. The
nurse called Dr. Worthington who opened up a vein in his arm, and put morphine init. The pain
stopped immediately, and the Sister acted very kind to him.




Feb. 24 - | made up my bed for the first time today. While | was making it up, straw came out
ofit. The Sister said,"Don't worry, I will have it cleaned up from the floor.” Then she said,"Look
how well Washington made up his bed!"

Feb. 25 - A patient from St. Johns ward put on some clothes and went down the street. He
came back drunk, to our St. Lukes ward. The Sisters drove him out, but he came in again.
When he heard the Sisters were coming again, he hid under the bed. It was funny to see him
peeping out from under the bed.

March 2 - -The Sister told me,"You will be going home later this month if your leg keeps
healing. A sailor named Ned was brought in with his foot mashed. He had a bail of cotton fall
onit. He is from Norfolk Va. His foct is healing after treatment. He has told me a great many
stories.

March 15 - An oyster dredger came in today with a broken arm, thathe got dredging down off
the Patuxent River. Winding oyster dredges with hand cranks is a dangerous job.

March 17 - St. Patricks Day. Here it is middle of March and they brought in a man with frosted
feet and hands. It's stil very cold weather. Dr. Worthington had to cutt off two of his toes to
save his feet. They had a St. Patricks Day Parade through the streets of Baltimore, and 20,000
people watched the procession. It was a grand scene. .

March 18 - A police Lieutenant came in and talked to a man who had been stabbed earlier. Dr.
Titfany had dressed his wound. The Lieutenant said that he had the man that stabbed him in

jail.

March 20 - They brought in an Ibalianséiiorwhohadshotrﬁmselfaboardasaiiingbark. He
went insane, and they talked of throwing him overboard, but they finally got him under controt,
and got him here. He was still in pretty bad shape, they had to lock him up in a closet.

March 21 - Today is Sunday, and | attended Mass for the last time today. The Sister told me |
would be going home this week. One of the medical students who was in the theatre the day"
my leg was amputated told me that he had no idea that | would live one hour after that.

March 25 - Today | said goodbye to my associates on St. Lukes ward, and to the Sisters of
Charity that treated me so well. | may not see them anymore until death. | was admitted Dec.
16, 1874 and discharged March 26, 1875. 3 months, and 10 days, 100 days in all. We bid
each other goodbye and | sailed home on the Schooner M.E. HENRY with my uncle, Capt.
John Washington Evans. :

EDITORS NOTE: THE END

Washington Evans must have gotten along well with his crutches. He retumed home to -
Smith |sland, married, and had a son. He was a store clerk, a teacher and even traveled off the
Island to hear many different preachers speak,He kept a detailed journal of everyone that
visited him, and sent cash gifts, during his 100 day infirmary, in the most impeccable
handwriting. Unfortunately, he died at the age of 30 from the fiu,

Many thanks to Mrs. Lena Sneade for the Ioan of the joumal to Jennings Evans, and for the
privilege of reprinting it in the Smith Island Times. '
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PICTURED AT LEFT - Last house on Holland Island
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

EWELL UMW WILL HOLD A MEETING AT 6:30 IN THE CHURCH BASEMENT

THIS TUESDAY NIGHT.

THE FIREMEN GOOSE DINNER WiLL BE HELD FEB. 23 AT THE REC CENTER.

ADMISSION IS $6.00

THE MENS SUPPER IN THE CHURCH BASEMENT WILL CONTINUE THIS SATURDAY

NIGHT AT § pm. ADMISSION $5.00

NEW HISTORICAL MARKER
IN EWELL -

Fran Dize and Lioyd Tyler
set out to comect the
historical marker in Ewell
several months ago.
Their work was rewarded
this week when Nancy
Kurtz, Maryland Historical

Smith in 1608 as “The N
Russell Isles.® English )
John Tyler came via

Accomack County

Virginia to become the

first permanent settlers in

d\a—
AJ

P
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L 1686. During the Lt
Trust, fet us know that the Revolutionary War the -.‘: @ o
new marker would be Brifish used the Isiand as T
produced and should be a base of operations, co
ready for installation by Famed Methodist
early or mid-February. evangeglist Joshua
The new marker will read: Thomas once lived in the Ny

*Smith Island
Maryland's only
remaining inhabited
offshore istand group.
Named for early land
owner, Henry Smith,
Charted by Captain
John

community of Ewell and
established the annual
camp meeting held here
since the early 1800’s."

Thank you for your good
work, Lioyd and Fran.

Edna St. Vincent Millay

The world stands out on either side
No wider than the heart is wide;
Above the world is stretched the sky,
No higher than the soul is high.

The beart con push the sea and land
Farther away on either band,

The soul can split the sky in two
And let the face of God shine through. ‘ RN A




5 - FLOSSIE EVANS
WOOSIE LAIRD i
ANITA KITCHING o
6 - BOBBY SMITH
WILLLAM TYLER
MILES MARSH
7-PEGGY EVANS
9 -NORMA MARSHALL
10 -FLORA KITCHING
ELMER L. EVANS
11 - ELIJAH DAVID EVANS
13 - SHARON BRUCE.
14- =0 - et
DORA CORBIN
16 - MARY RUTH EVANS
18 - EDDIE EVANS JR.
19 - DUSTIN SMITH
20 - JANICE BURBAGE
CONNIE EVANS (R.P.)
21 - ALLEN MARSH
MELANIE GUY
23 - HAROLD POWERS
MICHELLE WHEALTON
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@ Hairculs

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & Perms
o Calor
2 - LOUTSE BRIMER e Highlighting
3-TOM SWANN e OO . @ Nails
WILLIE PARKS . c'g"‘icd Mendas  § g - Tglnnmg
~-DAVID LEELAIRD by apst. #10:%83904 § ® \Waxing .

- cen a2 friandly. o
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Cagital of the Ward.’ :

£10-425-2141° 2.

.___A FULLS ERVlC'E! SALOHN

26 - DANA EVANS (STEVE)

30 - M BRADSHAW (R.P.) T

e

PN

K

ORDER FORM n

EWELL ELEMENTARY.- SCHOOL
YEARBOOK 13899-2000 .

hc-'z_ a tc'cpnonejac'-: insta I!c
Tyler, todasw.
- atout 173 the price of the te‘cs’non—‘ compan) Talso ms:a]l and repair
inside wiring at the same low prics.

[

Telephone Jack 'Installatiori and Repair Servide

768 /JS“é

Service w :II be prompt and professional and

moved of semc=d" Cal ! ma, Ca:l

%

trbocks:are $12.00 each. Mals chec.b.
Payable to Ewell School.

se add. 53.00 shipping for Mail Orders
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SMITH ISLAND TIMES RENEWALS
Due to the ever increasing cost of supplies, and
the  wear and tear on the copier, our new principal,
Ms. Janet Evans, has suggested a small price
increase to offset said costs. The paper has not
had a price increase since its inception in 1994.
The new rates will be $7.00 for home delivery on
the isiand, and $12.00 for mailed delivery.
To help simplify collections, both on and off
Island, please make a check payable to:
EWELL SCHOOL o
———- and mail in-foz- - -
o Smith ‘Island Times
‘Ewell School. ,
Ewell, Maryland 21824
I will be around to collect any back money owed
for previous years. -
We greatly appreciate your continued support, and
we hope you enjoy the Smith Island Times!
REMEMBER : THE TIMES MAKES A CREAT GIFT FOR FRIENDS
AND RELATIVES. 'IT CONTAINS VALUABLE HISTORICAL
INFO YOU WILL NOT FIND IN ANY BOOK OR NEWSPADER !

......__._.__._._..——..._—-..—.-_-._.___._.__..._._....._____..____.—_-—.-_—-.--—---—.-___._.._‘_.‘_._
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