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Written by the late Nola Tyler for The Baltimore Sun Oct.1971

JULY 2000

I Remember...GRANDMA"S $150 HOUSE ON SMITH ISLAND

Reprinted for the Smith Island Tines
By Jennings Evans

When my grandfather John F. Marsh, died at the age of 28, my
grandmother was left with only $100. It was the year 1898, and
she had two small children to support, and no home of her own.
This was in the days when there was no Social Security. What you
did not earn you didn't have, unless a relative or neighbor was
able to help out.My grandma Rachel Marsh, was fortunate to be
living among some very generous neighbors in the small island
community of Tylerton.

They knew that she would be facing seme tough times. When
| they killed a hog or a steer, they would always send a portion
i of ham or beef to her. They always remembered her at Christmas

time, and on her families birthdays, they would enclose some
money in each of their cards, with their love. Often, there was
gifts of side beef and cracklings-which she used to make crack-
ing biscuits., They would sénd her salted fish, and when the
hunters killed wild geese or ducks, and the watermen made a good
catch of oysters, clams, or fresh fish, they would always save
| some for grandma and my mother Lena, and her little brother Irving.
The women neighbors would leave stewing chickens and eggs on
| her door step after dark, not wishing to take credit for anything
that they left. When grandma would discover the food left for her
family, no matter how late it would be in the night, she would
dress the meats, or shuck the oysters for the next day.

When the going got rough, grandma would go to stay, with two
of her brothers Capt's Noah and Oscar Smith But she was reluctant
to do this, as they had families of their owm.

In the winter grandma would take in sewing, washing and iron-
ing to help make ends meet. When spring came, she would work as a
paperhanger. Later, after my mother Lena.was grown, and married to
my father Johnny F. Tyler, grandma started a little bake shop in a
small pantry in our Tyler household. She baked muffins, cakes, pies
and jelly rolls on the hot summer Saturdays. After supper, she
would make home-made ice cream, as the island stores hadn't begun
to sell it yet. By 10 o'clock Saturday night she had sold every-
thing. Then she'd clean up the little shop and go to bed,pleased
with the money she had made.

One day she saw a house for sale for$150. It had three rooms
with a screened porch between the kitchen and the living room.Her
face was all aglow when she told my mother and father she was plan-
ing to buy it. It was so run run-down, they tried to talk her out
of it, but her mind was made up. She told them "By the time I get
through with it, you won't know it's the same place.” ,

She started with the yard, cutting down the tall grass and the
weeds. In the corner of the yard, she planted a bed of petunias,and
nasturtiums. After this, she whitewashed the kitchen and the big
round oak tank where she caught rainwater to use for cooking and
washing. She began puttying the windows and replacing the window
lights. When she finished puttying them, she put up new green _
hf} shades at the windows. , : ST s
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The inside of the old house was also fixed up nicely, mostl}
with used jitems other people didn't want anymore. Her kitchen had
no modern conveniences. There was a three-burner perfection oil
stove, on which she did all of her cooking, She had an old style
drop-leaf table, with four chairs painted a cool light green.

Grandma made a wooden couch from the frame of another that she
found discarded out in her yard. She nailed some boards on the
frame, padded it with quilts and blankets that had begun to wear
thin and made a pretty, flowered ruffled cover. Completing her
kitchen, she painted the frame of her new couch, the same cool
green to match her four kitchen table chairs. She pasted and wall-
papered the kitchen's walls, and topped it off with a new oil rug,

Next she fixed up the old porch. On the floor, she put down
another oil rug that a neighbor had discarded. She collected used
green window shades and put them across the west side of the porch
facing Tyler's Creek to shade it from the sun.

In the summer, she did her washing on the porch using an old
wooden tub and a metal wash board. She also ironed and sewed there.
When the kitchen got too hot, she would retreat to the porch for a
breath of air. In the winter, she boarded up the porch to keep out
the wind,snow, and rain. While it was boarded up she put in a table,
and a stand to keep the wash basin and bucket of rainwater on.

She found an old grass rug for the living room, and scrubbed it
untill it turned the color of sugar taffy. A trundle bed with a nice
fluffy feathered mattress and pillow was used in the living room in -
place of a sofa. It was a pleasant place to rest, for there was most
of the time, a cool breeze floating off of Tyler Creek in the summer
time all through her living room.

But grandma Marsh wasn't done yet. Up the winding steps on the
second floor, she layed another grass rug. She painted the woodwork,
and put flowered paper on the walls. There was an old mahogany bed
with enormous head posts almost touching the ceiling, that she fixed
up, and equiped with a large duck feathered mattress, and pillows,
so soft, that I could sink into and hardly be seen. ‘

Yes, times were very hard in grandma's day, but she continued to
live in that $150 home, untill her health began to fail in the early
1940s. She died July 27th,1944 at the age of 74, She had been a widow
for 46 years, since the age of 28, when her husband John died. But
Grandma Marsh was an inspiration to everyone on Tylerton with her
strong ‘will to do whatever: it took to survive those hard times, and
still be able to enjoy her life surrounded by her wonderful friends
and neighbors and her $150 home.

Nola Tyler 1971

Footnote to this article: : .

Mrs. Nola Tyler, was a very talented writer, and director of .
many entertainment events such as plays, and a variety of programs in
her. home community of Tylerton. She provided a lot of enjoyment
organizing these events with her friends there. ' ,

I was very glad to find this fine article written by Mrs., Nola,
and happy to reprint it, for those of you tpat may have never had the
opportunity to read it. Mrs. Nola was the wife of Capt. Thomas Tyler,
and the mother of Capt. Gerald Tyler. She passed away on July 23,1987,
at the age of 77. Her grandmother Rachel Smith Marsh also passed away,

in the month of July on the 27th.
Jennings Evans
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SMITH ISLAND WATERMENS COMPARISON SAYINGS
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Compiled By Jennings Evans

X
b
"Prettier then a Steamboat" "Uglier then a Mud Fence" :
"Clearer then Gin" . "Thicker then Putty"”
"Sweeter then Karo" (Syrup) "Sour then a Green Persimmon" 4
“Bright as a Dollar"(Silver) "Faded as Aunt Fanny's Bloomers" ¥
"Sharp as a Tack"” "Dull as a Hoe"
"Higher then Gold Dust" “"Cheaper then Paint Hats" 4
"Fuller then a Milk Cows Tidy""Empty as a Jug" X
"Fat as a Pig" "Slimmer then a Water Witch" ¥
"Smarter then a Steel Trap" "Dumber then a Clam"
"Warm as Wool" "Colder then a Popsicle™ 4
Stronger then a’Ox" "Weaker then Eye Water" 4
"Sober as a Judge" “Drunker then a Hoot Owl"™
Nice as a Scent" "Meaner then Hitler™ ¥
"Richer then Rockefeller" "Poorer then Pern"(Local Never-do- Well) 4
; “Younger then a Spring Chicken"0Older then Metuselah's Billy Goat"
. "Sick as a Dog" "Healthy as a Buck" 4
! "Cleaner then a Hounds Tooth""Muddy as a Hog" X
| ""Wetter then Niagara Falls" "Dry as a straw Hat" #
"Faster then a Jet" "Slower then Cold Tar"
"Light as a FEather™ "Heavy as Lead" .
| "Longer then a Freight Train""Shorter then Pie Crust" X
; , "Hard as Pig Iron" "Soft as a Squtter™
; "Stiff as a Poker" "Limp as a Dish Rag" 2z
| "Tender as Chicken" - "Tougher then a Boot Heel" X
’ “"Rougher then Hatteras"(Cape)"Ca'mer (Calmer) then a Dish" 4
"Slick as a Mitten" "Slicker then a Mole" ’
"Eyes sharp as a Eagle" "Rlind as a Bat" > 3
“Sctraight as a Arrow" "Crooked as Gay street" (In Baltimore) m
"Higher then a Kite" "Lower then Maggie's Drawers"™ K
"Cool as a Cucumber" "Hotter then a Mink" . X
"Happier then a Lark" "Madder then a Wet Hen" ?
"Tighter then a Tick" "Loose as a Goose"
"Tamer then a Biddy" "Wilder then a Deer" -K
"Livelier then a Cricket" "Deader then a Door Nail" 4
"Busier then a Bumble Bee" "Sleepier the Rip Van Winkle"
"Higher then the Moon" "Deeper then the Puppy Hole" ¥
"Bigger then a Barrel" "No bigger then a Gnat" 4
| "Taller then a Poplar. Tree" "Flat as a Fritter"
COLOR COMPARISONS . 4
"Red as a Beet" Green as a Grass Hopper"” D
"Yellower then Gold" "Blue as a gizzard" 4
"Purple as a Plum" "white as a Sheet"
"Black as Pitch"™ "Pale as a Ghost" X
"Browner then a Derby" "Oranger then a Water Cops Gloves" T 4
"Grey as a Crane" YPink as a Petticoat”
OTHER SAYINGS ¥
| "Smooth as Glass " Vslippery as a Eel"™
"Easy as Pie" "Cozy as a Kitten"
"Crazier then Crawley™ "Pickled as a Pear" ¥
"Stubborn as a Mule" "More nerve then a Jimmy Crab"™ ¥
"Saltier then Brine" "Rotten as a Egg " ¥
"Grummer then a Meat Axe"™ "Grouchy as Grand PA"
"Deafer then a Hitching Post""Cross as a Settin' Hen™ X
"Thinner then a wWafer ™ "Scarcer then Hens Teeth" X
X

"Hungrier then a Bear™ “Nosier then a News Hound"
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Smith Island’s
113th Camp Meeting
Sgnday, July 30 thru Sunday Aug. 6

Pastor Rev Richard. Edmonds

Service Schedule:
Sun., July 30 10 a.m. Testimony Meeting
11 a.m. Morning Worship
2 p.m. Special Service- Chosen Generation
from Crisfield
7:30 p.m. Rev. Dave Dunn from Crisfield
and Singers
Mon., July 31 7:30p.m. Rev. Sonny Benton from Deal
~ . Island and Singers
Tues., Aug. T 7:30 p.m. Rev. Sonny Benton from Deal
_ Island and Singers
Wed., Aug.2  7:30 p.m. Bob Sarricchio from Crisfield
and Singers
Thurs., Aug. 3 7:30 p.m. Bob Sarricchio from Crisfield
and Singers
Fri., Aug. 4 7:30 p.m. Jack Thorne from Tangier and
Singers
Sat., Aug. § No Service
Sun., Aug 6 10 a.m. Testimony Meeting
11 a.m. Mormng Worship .
2 p.m. God’s Ambassadors from Tangier
7:30 p.m. Strickland Crockett from Tangxer
and Singers

EASTERN SHOREMAN

His speech is slow and thriftly, like the man,

And overlaid with echoes of the past; _

His are the ancient ways, born of the land

And fostered by the north wind’s forceful blast.

He wears his manners with a courtly grace

That turns his pafches into princely cloak;

This is the heritage of steadfast race,

Of men as rooted as the massive oak,

Of men who love beyond the need for speech

The fruitful promise of their fertile fields,

Who venerate the river and the beach,

And reap from autumn more than harvest yields,
. Such love is homage to his place of birth,

As sure as spring, as ageless as the earth,
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Have a safe and healthy fost

summer. See you next fall. 2%z
Your friends from Ewell School

[




JULY BIRTHDAYS

1 - STEVE DUNLAP ]
ELSIE TYEER LL |

3 - GLADSTONE TYLER JR.

4 - JENNY EVANS

5 - CHELSEA TYLER

LAUREEN WATJEN DUNLAP g

MAX CLINE
7-LEE TYLER
9 - TERRY LAIRD JR.
MATT SMITH
10 - TROY BRIMER
JACQUELINE BRADSHAW
12 - NICHOLAS EVANS
13 - RUTH ANN LAIRD
STEVE EVANS
JANET TYLER

LINDA PARKS
16 - SHELLY. HITCHINGS
FRANCES KITCHING
17 - CHUCK MARSH '
STEVE EADES
19 - VANESSA SMITH
20 - CONNIE MARSHALL
CHARLIE MARSH
-LARRY MARSH
MILLIE MARSH
24 - GENE GUY
BILLY CLAYTON
29 - ALAN WADE TYLER
VIRGINIA BRADSHAW

CHRISTINE MARSHALL [
15 - GENE MARSHALL JR. ééi ‘
&

MARY LOUISE'S BEAUTY
SALON

Haircuts & Styling
Perms, Ccloring, Nails
and Tanning.
Cali Teoday
for your appointment.
968-3517

Tezlephone Jack [nstallation and Repalr Service
/ ———
Jof - /5356
Meed 1 relephiene jack instailed, maved or serviced? Calt me, Carl
Tyler, today - Servics wiil be prompt and professional and
about 177, the prics of dic teiephone company.

COMPUTER s& STEM 3

WITH WINDGWS 85 .

STARTING AT $130.00 ;
YEAR 2000 READY

Sharryi Lindbarg & LeRey Frizsan
- owner-innkaspers |

CHRISTMAS
TAYAWAY'S
ARE AVAILABLE

—110 49:: —il'”

ocen all year
dinnars availaile
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:@ Bed & Broakfast ﬁ? '.Hé‘érfrﬁs
g@d;ﬁ, .;gaé‘é’ Tgrant
o Highli ing
.9 Na?ls
= ¢ Tanning
bleep ona fr'eudiy rustic ® Waxtnq

island {gcated in the middle of the

410-425-3541
silen ;rru@shore mterccm net

. SAvonw | AiRSH & SON BOATYARD

t you would iike to receive Custom Built Fibergiass Beats

a brocure or place an order, Fxbercl:lss & W oodeq Hull Repair
e cali Beth, your new Aven
Py representative for Rhodes
Point and Ewell.

BUS: 410-325-421¢
. RES: 410.963-1647
FAX: 410:963-1647

1-300-224.2812

LARRY SLARSH, ownes
:,]_-gl \L&R_"r{ RD.
SHMITH ISLL‘{D MD 713""

41 0-425-2050

E@'%b@-@._.@, Tt Sgtes.
We

well Tide ™, A FULL SERVICE SALON

"53-@3

Chesapeake Bay “the Crabbing

Capital of the Warld.”- .MW

410-425-2141
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STORM’S A-BREWING
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I-[ere comes some rough weaﬁher, and it’
pip. The sky is darkening and the win
to rush madly through the tops of the't
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SMITH ISLAND CENTER
for
Grear gift ideas

# Ole replica baseball hat's
#* Sturdv tote bags
* T-shirt's & sweatshirts

“Land and Water, People and Time "™ video for only $15.00

Remember, members get 10% off gift items

Come in and visit us or call (41G;425-335]

Membership
Membarship is apen te all who
support the goals of the orgaaizatian.

Anoual dues are:

£ Individual 51690
C Family _ 515.60
0 Corporate $100.00

Ts this membershap

O New
[ Renewal

Name

Address

Cley, State, Zip

Date

Pleass sead to0F b""_‘]
Crofisld & Teuh filand Colural Athance, fne
FO Haw 7T
Crufleid WD 11817

-l bn%—re?
Lo-Fhe Canter




