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The world is tired, the year is old,

The faded leaves are glad to die,
The wind goes shivering with cold

} Where th‘_a_ brown reeds are dry.
:a dz P SARA TEASDALE

THE ISLAND BELLE

Composed by: Arinthia P. Somers in 1624

How eager, we look for her,

Just as the clock strikes three,

We all know, she'll scon be sailing,
Up Big Thorofare, for all to see.

To me,she is most gracefully,

When she parts the sea's so fearlessly,
Bringing our supplies, and the U.S. Maii,
Right on time, she seldom fails.

Day after day, she makes her rounds, ,

Even thru the storms, she's duty bound,

Stopping at crab shanties, on each inlet and creek,
Loading up with seafood, from the Chesapeake.

With the U.S. flag waving, in the summer breeze,

She sets sail on the sun drenched sea,

Leaving Smiths Island,across the Tangier Sound,

With her cargo of seafood to market in Crisfield Town.

On the cold days of winter, she's caked with ice,
Still she pushes thru, no matter what the price,
Carrying her passengers, and cargo, to and fro'
No matter, how hard, the winter winds blow.

For eight long years now, she's been going strong,
May she have many more years, and sail on and on,
May each precious cargo,be delivered safe, and well,
By the pride of Smiths Island, The Island Belle.




Footnote: The composer of the poem Island Belle
Mrs. Arinthia P. Tyler Somers was born on Nov.8,
1859 at Fogs Pt. near Kedges Straits. Her father
Severn Tyler born in 1831 was a Lighthouse keeper
at the old Fogs Point light. Her mother Virginia
Fluhart Tyler was born on March 3, 1836.Arinthia
was married to Capt. Daniel (Dan)} Somers born on
Jan. 29, 1863. They had four sons: George A.b.1883
Daniel T. (Danny) b.1887, Cooper W.(Coop) b.1889,
and Arthur D. b.1891. They were all buried in the
Ewell Church Cemetery.Mrs. Arinnthia died only a
few months later after writing this poem,on April 7,
1924,

The Island Belle was built in 1916. She was owned
by: Capt. John E. Whitelock and Sons,of Ewell on
Smiths Island.The Whitelock Family ran the island’'s
freight, mail, and passengers for 60 years.In later
years, several other vessels were added for freight
and passenger service: Miss Whitelock,Fish Hawk and
the Island Star. Capt. Johnny & Mrs. Sally's sons
were: Capts..Lora C. Benjamin (Ben)& J. Edwin who
took over the Island Belle, and the other vessels
when Capt. Johnny died in 1943,

'ﬂwuﬁkt for t{w Day
‘Because God gives us life, every day can be a,
thanksgiving day.




5 WHERE DID TISLAND BACKWARD TALK COME FROM 227

By Jennings Evans

difficulty understanding what is known as island backward talk,
“ {saying one thing, that means just the opposite). I read in a
Chesapeake Bay history book, that backward talk also known as
"over the left"™ language,was used in Virginia's Chesapeake Bay
area's in the late 1890s. There is no record of it being used
before that period of time.

This would indicate that,all the early day english settlers
of the Chesapeake Bay Islands, never used backward talk as a
part of their language. Backward talk may have developed over a
period of time among Chesapeake watermen families living close
to the Bay....Most likely among the the younger generatlons for
amusement, or in some instances an attempt to "lighen up" the
stiff-lipped British accent that accompanied the English sett-
lers to Virginia's Jamestown Colony in 1607. ‘

However, to the people that have lived on any of the Chesa-

peake Bay Islands,backward talk,has always been just a part of
of growing up. Regardless of all the schooling in english that
we received, young island children used backward talk as anoth-
er means of communication. As far back as I can remember, this
reverse language just comes naturally to us, and we think noth-
ing about it untill, someone not familiar with our dialect says,
"What did you say?" Listed below are some "backward talk" say-

ings, that mean just the opposite or, "over the left.™
Over the Left Meaning
Example: "Yea,Right!" Not Right, I don't beleive you!

Island Savyings Over the Left Meaning
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Well,He (she) can't say nothing!"
Thats poor fun,swimming in a Pool!"
Well,He ain't got no appitite!”

I'm doing Well!“

Well Here's a pretty time!
I'm all there!"

Them east biscuits ain't no good'"
Well,He's outta Heart!"

Very Talkative

Very Enjoyable

He can eat a Lot

Not so good
Awful-windy- rainy
Not going to be there
Ummm, Very Good

Full of Confidence

Thats a ugly boat coming 1n the CreeK"Very pretty boat

I ain't got nothing to do!"
Yea, You'll smell it!"
Well, He's weak!"

Here's a chilly time!"
That pie tasted poor!"
I'm coming "yere ag'in!"

Well, She's Fair looking!"™

She ain't made neither Plunk!"
I'm gonna put up with this long!"
Well, She won't go none!"

It ain't neither crab here!"
He's Apt!"

Well, He's Overboard!"™

Yea, I'm all done it!"™

I've got a lot of say at home!”
Who are you, Elvis a singing?"

More work that can be done
Unlendable possession or.item
Very strong man

Too darn hot

Delicious pie

Won't be back

Beautiful Girl,or Boat

Diesel with 10,000 Hours on it
Not going to take it any longer
Fast Moving Boat

Plenty of crabs

Not with it

Got everything under control
Not going to do it

Not much influence with wife
NOT




SUBSTITUTE WORDS TO USE TO AVOID CURSING

By Jennings Evans

I'm sure that everyone is tempted almost daily, in one way or
another to yell out at the top of your voice with some choice .
curse words,when you stump your toe on a piece of furniture, cut o
your finger, or fall off your doorstep. How about when a "Jimmy
Crab" gets a good grip with vice-like claws and "sets-to-hair"on
your meaty thumb. YEOWWW! You're KILLED! Thats when the "0ld Boy"
takes charge of your temperment, leaving you with the urge to
smash the crab under your boot,or curse a blue streak, or maybe
both. However, the price of crabs that you caught last summer
made them too valuable, to stomp very many of them under your
feet. The only other alternative, is to scream out an awful curse
word, or to find some reasonable substitute words to keep you from
acting like a "wimp" or making a fool of yourself.

Listed below, are some substitue words, that many of the old
time watermen (who were trying to live right) used to use in place
of profanity,when unexpected trouble or minor injuries happened to

them. These were the words most used by island people in order to
avoid cursing, or taking the Lord's name in vain.

"Holy Hannah"
"Holy Smoke"
"Holy Mackerel"

MILDER SAYINGS
"Dad Blame It"
"Dad Burn It"
"Dog gone It"

"Holy Molely" "By Heck"
"I Swear and Kiss the Bible" "By George"
"I Swagger"” "By GUM"
"I Swagger Die" "By Golly"
"Cripes A'Mighty" "Golly Dag"
"Gosh Sakes" "Golly Gee"
"Gosh Dag" "Gee Whiz"
"Gosh Hang" "Gee Zoo"
"Gosh Blame" "My Golly"

"Jeaminee Crime-nee”
"Jeaminee Christmas"
"Jeaminee Whizzers"

"My Gracious"
"My Goodness"
"My Goodness Gracious”

"Sweet Master" "Good Golly"
"Son of a Gun" "Goodness Sakes"
"Son of a Brick Bat" "Great Day"

"Son of a Bugger"
"Boy oh Boy oh Boy"

"Great Day in the Morning"”

"Good Land"™

"This Ain't too Bad" (Over the Left) "Father I Pray"

"My Lord Have Mercy" "I Hope to Never Die"

"Well I Swan" "I Hope to never Sin"
....And T'm sure there were many others.

Aun, Nuts

It takes 2,000 nuts to assemble an automobile.
But it only takes one nut to tear it up.

You Figure it out

Why did Japanese kamikaze (suicide)pilots wear helmets?




THE COST OF A CHILD

The government recently calculated the cost of raising a child from birth to
18 and came up with $160,140.00 for a middle-income family.
What do you get for your $160,140.007?
Naming rights. First, middle and last.
Glimpses of God every day.
Giggles under the covers every night.
More loxi{e than your heart can hold.
Butterfly kisses and Velcro hugs.
Endless wonder over rocks, ants, clouds and warm cookies.
A hand to hold; usually covered with jam.

A partner for blowing bubbles, flying kites, building sandcastles and
skipping down the sidewalk in the pouring rain.

Someone to laugh yourself silly with no matter what the boss said or how
your stocks performed that day.

For $160,140.00, you never have to grow up.

You get to finger-paint, carve pumpkins, play hide-and-seek, catch lightning
bugs and never stop believing in Santa Claus.

You have an excuse to keep reading the adventures of Piglet and Pooh,watching
Saturday morning cartoons, going to Disney movies and wishing on stars.

You get to frame rainbows, hearts and flowers under refrigerator magnets and
collect spray-painted noodle wreaths for Christmas, hand prints set
in clay for Mother's Day and cards with backward letters for Father's Day.
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- Mtyouareafraidto check your pots now, you'll be TERRIFIED when you do !/

For $160,140.00, there's no greater bang for your buck.

You get to be a hero just for retrieving a Frisbee off the garage roof,
taking the training wheels off the bike, removing a sliver, filling the
wading pool, coaxing a wad of gum out of bangs and coaching a baseball team
that never wins but always gets treated to ice cream regardiess.

You get a front-row seat to history; to witness the first step, first word,
first bra, first date, first time behind the wheel.

You get to be immortal. You get another branch added to your family tree,

and if you're lucky, a long list of limbs in your obituary called
grandchildren.

You get an education in psychology, nursing, criminal justice, communications
and human sexuality no college can match.

Inthe eyes of a child, you rank right up there with God,

You have the power to heal a boo-boo, scare away monsters under the bed,
patch a broken heart, police a slumber party, ground them forever and love

them without limits, so one day they will, like you, love without counting
the cost.

Junior Evans to Brent Bradshaw

SnH greﬁ-carcﬂy of crabs Birds of Passage

—_ B Mlcarthur

When the maples flame with crimson
And the nights are still with frost,
Ere the summer’s luring beauty

Is in autumn glory lost,

Through the marshes and the forests
An imperious summons flies,

And from all the dreaming northland
The wild birds flock and rise.

From streams no oar hath rippled
And lakes that waft no sail,
From reaches vast and lonely
That know no hunter’s trail,

The clamor of their calling

And the whistling of their flight
Fill all the day with marvel,

And with mystery the night.

As ebb along the ocean

The great obedient tides,

So wave on wave they journey
Where an ancient wisdom guides;
A-through the haze of autumn

They vanish down the wind,

With the summer world before them
And the crowding storms behind.




SMITH ISLAND TIMES

It's time to renew or sign up for the Smith Island times. Don't
cdelay and be disappointed when YOu no longer receive the paper.

tuck for a holiday gift for a friend or loved one? Why not 1
- Give them a gift that will last all year long? Send payment A
> to Terry Swann. Proceedgbenefit schocl. o)
| .

Teresa Swann
047 Toicr R4
. Bwedl A C1gagor;

If y"cu have any suggeétions, please call Terry ’?(9?7‘?67?0

| All articles or classified ads must be sunmitted'bé‘the
j 16th of the month prior to publication,

Classified ads can include yard sales,
personal ads, help wanted ads,
businesses interested in adver

articles fer sale,
etc. for $1.00 per publicztion. Any
tising, please call Terry .
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Smith Island subscription rata (delivered)
NAME

311 Address
Phcne #
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NAMZ

Street Address
City & State ‘
Arsa Code & Phone _{ )

Ceost: §10.00 annually for 12 monthly issues

T e e . ——————— —_ . .

ORDER FORM
- EWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ’
YEARBOOK 1999-2000

- |
: books are $12.00 each. Make check

'—' Yearboo payable to Ewell School. |
| Please add $3.00 shipping for Mail Orders.

NAME .
ADDRESS
CITY & STATE
ZIPCODE  __ _ _ . _ QUANTITY_______
To: SMITH ISLAND RD. .
' C/O ALICE EVANS EWELL
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TAXIDERMISTS’ TRICKS L

Whether they’re trophies or museum displays,
Seeing stuffed animals makes my eyes giaze.

~_— E LIFELIKE
ANIMALS EEVASREHTAEFSED | Loox |
APPEARANCE RSBWBVMOUNTEKTXR MOUNT
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BIRD Ol FOIEBHEADEHCL ;  POSE
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EXHIBIT GARKEEPYORFORMS oRIZE
EXTERNAL SHSIFRNBAESVYAEE REALISTIC
. FEATHERS '
" FILL BMNFIVJNPTSRNNL REPTILES
E
FISH EIJUZLECGRXFOOS | . SAV
FORMS ATEECEOAHENBPEFT | SHAPE
: SKINS
FRAME SI XTSYWEXHIBITP f:
CURS {  SPECIMENS
T TDSTRUCTURELTETKE 1 stRaw
‘ HEAD SRONAEMEDSB H I R J STRUCTURE
CEEP {. STUFFED
. TROPHY
TYPE
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Happy Thanksgiving
Love, Ewell School Staff an

Students. o




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS ] —
5 - PAM TYLER Teleghane Jack Installation and RepaErSe'*nce

HESTER SMITH

3 - CINDY BRADSHAW

4 - MILTY EVANS
NANCY EVANS

5 - TINA CORBIN

6 - BROOKE TYLER
HEATHER MARSHALL

MICKTE EVANS (BILLY REED’S) _ ' (1
9_OTIS RAY TYLER . »* - NEED A RIDE j ) \/;D/i 1
11 - DONNIE B. MARSH adl 3’ . —or ;
13 - LENNIE EVANS SR. TO CRISFIELD? =1 [ et ., ==
14 - FRED MARSHALL R 1 SRR
 SPOT MARSHALL . ([ == d _ -
17-LARRY LAIRDSR. €% — UsSic
18 - EDDIE CORBIN pR=N _ ,
19 - ELAINE MARSH = Shzrryi Lindzerg & Lefov Frizzen
21 -PHILIP EVANS ,: :
ED LANDON — | L
22-DAVID IVLER = . CALLBILLDIZE : I
24 - TIM MARSHALL JR. ers avalizsie

. - — e

78 - /556

Mezd 2 telephens jack insulled, maved erserviced? Call me, Cad
Tyler, todzy - Servics will bz prompt and prefezsicnal and

about 17 the prics of e 2leghoae sempmy,

g .
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Cownsr-innkasoers

25 - JAMIE TYLER x Tylactan, ‘MO 21386
27 -ETHEL EVANS ‘ £70-4253-3341
HARRY REED EVANS silentmu@shere.intarcom.nat
) . Sy

29 - JENNIFER DIZE
:DICKIE EVANS -
30~ LinDA EvAYS T

WO 1, AMARSH & SON BOATYARD
£ [fyou would ke to receive . Custom Built Fiberglass Boats
4 abrecurs or place an order, Tiberglass & Wooden Hull Repair
3 call 2eth, your naw Aven T v
8 represantative for Rhodss - BUS: 410354211
1 Point and Ewall, LAPRY ¥ARSH, owners RZ5: 410-9€3-1847
5131 MARSHRD. R 10-985-1647
41 0_425_2050 SaiTH ISL‘_‘\'-ED,‘&tD —1»“-’. 1-800-224-25:2

- e, Lolwdigtes
TRASH PICK-UP ;E?@%: “f_’i?@ stand []fevé..
36.00/ Week or $1.00/ Bag @"WEWQH [ide ®. A FULL SERVICE SALON

o . . ) .:.; G _:_:.:,-’ i_.j'

Put your trash by the road early

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM @

3 =

LS

i 2 . = / . TN, " T;t_".__': A
Watch for the b.ig.‘green truck &ged & Breakfast ; {?}! ..Hgg; C;yt,s o
: . T T
Mon | Wed | Fri 3 _53 %%é | 9Highﬁgohrti_r3_g
. Shelly 425-5700 DU trmnl et | aNalls
‘ y Sieep an a fr‘.zz'tdiy.'mtic g Tanniﬂg

island lecated in the :—niddfe of the
Chesapeake Bay “the Crabbing
e lCapital qf the Warld.”-

. #10-425-2141
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